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Administration of Gerald R. Ford 


PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


Week Ending Friday, November 5, 1976 





Villanova, Pennsylvania 


The President’s Remarks at Villanova University. 
October 27, 1976 


Jim Nolan, Father Driscoll, members of the Pennsylvania 
congressional delegation, students, faculty and guests: 

May I express my deep appreciation for the oppor- 
tunity to accept the invitation of the political union and 
particularly you, Jim. I understand that this organization 
has a background as a political debating society. Well, 
following the three debates I had with my opponent, I 
was asked on several occasions, would I make suggestions 
for the future or comments on the past. I said, “Well, I 
hope they do become institutionalized in our political 
future,” and then I said—as I reflected on the debates— 
that I would make two observations: One, I hoped that 
Jimmy Carter would answer his questions—[laughter]|— 
but I also said I thought I ought to question my answers. 
[Laughter] 

But as you have noticed, I have three very special guests 
here today that are close to me and have been very help- 
ful. One you have met, our son Jack. Then I also have 
another special guest who has been working with me and 
traveling to help the cause, and I think it is especially ap- 
propriate in an educational institution with the great repu- 
tation that you have here at Villanova. One of the out- 
standing Members of the House or the Senate for 19 years 
was a Democratic Member of the Congress, Representa- 
tive Edith Green. Edith Green, I can tell you, was a 
formidable opponent and a welcome ally. We worked to- 
gether on many, many programs. We seemed to under- 
stand and try to do things in conjunction on educational 
matters. But Edith Green of the great State of Oregon, 
who retired 2 years ago, has been helping me. I just want 
you to know Edith Green is with me and helping in my 
ideas and recommendations concerning education. Edith, 
will you please stand up. 


But there is another guest that has been going with us. 
You recognized him when he walked in. But let me tell 
you, when I was very young, as a matter of fact, it was 
part of my ambition to be a baseball player. Obviously, 
I didn’t succeed. [Laughter] But then after I came back 
from World War II, I was trying to practice a little law, 
and I was doing a little high school football broadcasting. 
Obviously, I didn’t succeed. [Laughter] 

But we have here Joe Garagiola. Maybe I shouldn’t 
say this about Joe’s career, but I think Joe feels it is good 
to be on a winning team for a change. [Laughter] 

It is great to be here at Villanova, and I am deeply ap- 
preciative of the warm welcome. As we come into the 
home stretch of this great campaign, I can’t think of a 
better place to be than at this great university. I can’t 
think of a better place to be at this great university that 
has been the alma mater of so many fast runners. As a 
matter of fact, the only thing that would make me worry 
about running against Jimmy Carter would be if he had 
Jumbo Elliott as his coach. [Laughter] But let me tell you 
something else. This one long-distance run is one race I am 
going to win. 

Villanova University is truly an outstanding example 
of those privately supported institutions which have con- 
tributed so much to America’s greatness and to our coun- 
try’s progress. You share in America’s distinguished tradi- 
tion of private higher education, a tradition that is a 
century older than our country itself. 

I am strongly opposed to a suggestion made by my 
opponent in this campaign that the Government tax all 
church-supported properties other than the church build- 
ing itself. This would have serious implications, as I have 
analyzed the problem, not only for church-supported 
schools but for church-supported hospitals, orphanages, 
and retirement homes. 

As far as our Government is concerned, those activities 
are as much a part of the church’s mission as the church’s 
place of worship. There is a constitutional separation of 
church and state in this country, and I will not see that 
separation sacrificed for a few more dollars in Federal tax 
revenues. 
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Americans must never forget that privately endowed 
colleges and universities like Villanova serve important 
public functions. Today, as in the past, they help prepare 
our national leadership in arts, the sciences, law, medicine, 
religion, and in business, as well as in government. 

The strength, the vitality of America’s privately en- 
dowed colleges and universities are essential to our educa- 
tional system in America. If these private institutions 
should close, shifting the burden from private donors to 
public taxpayers, the tax load would be infinitely heavier. 
We must not let this happen, and as far as I am concerned, 
we will not. 

Let me repeat with emphasis what I have said many, 
many times before. I approve, support, and encourage the 
principle of volunteer giving to help finance higher edu- 
cation, and I will continue to strongly oppose any legis- 
lative proposals which discourage such support, including 
those which would limit charitable tax deductions, dis- 
allow the full value of appreciated assets, or exclude the 
State tax deductions. 

We must also find, and find as quickly and effectively 
as possible, ways through the tax system of actually easing 
the burden of families whose sons and daughters attend 
nonpublic schools and to help families cope with the ex- 
penses of a college education. 

Although I am a product of public education through 
the University of Michigan, I was the beneficiary of a 
law school education at Yale Law School. 

But, I believe very deeply that the competition of non- 
public schools to the public school system is helpful in 
upgrading and maintaining the level of the public schools. 
Competition in education is just as important as compe- 
tition on the athletic field, in business, or elsewhere, and 
we must maintain our nonpublic school systems through- 
out the United States. 

Let me tell you something else that I haven’t forgotten. 
Two years ago, in October of 1974, when I visited Phila- 
delphia, some of your fellow students thoughtfully gave 
me a Villanova football jersey. [Laughter] After a year 
or about a year after that, I understand that some of you 
saw photographs of my daughter Susan wearing it. 
[Laughter] Well, Susan couldn’t be here today, but I think 
you will recognize this jersey. 

As you obviously saw, that jersey had number 76 on it, 
and it is on there, as I understood it, because some of you 
were encouraging me to run in 1976. I took your advice. 
[Laughter] And with your help, we are going to win 
November 2. 

I have come to this great university to share with you 
some views that I have of America in 1976 and my hopes 
for America in the next 4 years and beyond. During the 
last 2 years, in the aftermath of a very difficult war and 
a painful ordeal of economic adversity and political crisis, 


we reached a very critical turning point in America’s 
history. 


Throughout most of your lives, as I look around this 
wonderful audience, America has been in turmoil. Some 
of our most beloved leaders have been assassinated ; there 
was a war that seemed to have no end; there were destruc- 
tive riots on our streets and on some of our college cam- 
puses; we suffered runaway inflation and the worst re- 
cession in 40 years; we were betrayed by corruption at the 
highest levels of our Government. 

Fortunately, the skies are much brighter this October. 
And I think we can say that the administration has had 
something to do in turning the economy around. We are 
in the midst of growing prosperity. More Americans were 
on the job in 1976 than ever before in the history of the 
United States, some 88 million people gainfully employed. 
Many, or I should say too many people are still out of 
work, but we are on the move, and I will not be satisfied 
until every American who wants a job has a job. We 
have cut inflation in half and we are making continuous 
headway in that regard. 

America is at peace. There are no young Americans 
fighting or dying on any foreign soil today, and I say with 
emphasis, we are going to keep it that way. 

Perhaps most important of all, America’s trust in the 
White House has been restored. As I said on taking the 
oath of office as President on August 9, 1974, our long 
national nightmare is over. In the last 2 years the United 
States of America has made an incredible comeback, and 
we are not through yet. 

In 200 years as a free people, much has changed in our 
Nation, but America’s basic goals remain the same. Ameri- 
cans want a job with a good future; Americans want 
homes in decent neighborhoods and schools with quality 
education; Americans want physical security, safety 
against war, and safety against crime; safety against pollu- 
tion in the water we drink and in the air that we breathe; 
we want medical and hospital care when we are sick and 
costs that will not wipe out our savings; we want the time 
and the opportunity to enlarge our experience through 
recreation and through travel both at home and abroad. 

These are the goals which every politician and every 
citizen, I think, truly has for America. They are not some 
mystic vision out of the future. They are the continuing 
agenda for action in this great country. 

So, the question in this campaign of 1976 is not who 
has the better vision of America. The question is who can 
best make that vision a reality. 

The American people are ready for the truth, simply 
spoken, about what government can do for them and 
what government cannot and what it should not do. They 
will demand performance, not promises. 

There are some in this political year who claim that 
more government, more spending, more taxes and more 
control over our lives will solve our problems. More gov- 
ernment is not the solution; better government is the 
solution. 
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It.is time that we thought of new. ways to make govern- 
ment a capable servant rather than a meddling: master. 
It is time we trusted the American people with the truth, 
that a government big enough to give us everything we 
want is a government big enough to take from us every- 
thing we have. 

It is not enough for anyone to say, trust me. Trust must 
be earned. Trust is not having to guess what a candidate 
means. Trust is leveling with the people before the elec- 
tion about what you are going to do after the election. 

Trust is not being all things to all people, but being the 
same thing to all people. Trust is not cleverly shading 
words so that each separate audience can hear what it 
wants to hear, but saying plainly and very simply what 
you mean and meaning what you say. 

I am proud of the maturity of the American people who 
demand more honesty, truthfulness, and candor of their 
elected representatives. The American people, particularly 
young people, cannot be expected to take pride or even 
participate in a system of government that is defiled and 
dishonored, whether in the White House or in the halls of 
Congress. 

Personal integrity is not too much to ask of public 
servants. We should accept nothing less, and the American 
people will not do so. 

On November 2, the thoughts, the feelings of our Bi- 
centennial will be expressed in a specific choice: What 
will we take with us into our third century? What will we 
leave behind? What sort of government will help us reach 
our goals, not burden us with excess baggage? 

Our Nation’s founders did not seek to guarantee our 
happiness, only our freedom to pursue happiness in our 
own way. The Government alone cannot make life 
meaningful. It can protect your freedom to pursue hap- 
piness, but it cannot make you happy. It can protect your 
freedom to worship, but it cannot give you faith in God. 
It can help you to be healthy and well educated, but it 
cannot plant purpose in your mind or in your body. 

Only you, the individual, with the help of family, 
church, and community—only you can do just that. 

Recently we have heard a great deal about the apathy 
and the frustration of American voters in this election. 
But I see hopeful signs in this Bicentennial election and 
every day that passes—particularly in the last week—I 
have become more and more encouraged, I see not sterile 
cynicism and skepticism, but the signs of a new realism 
emerging all over this great country. Americans are real- 
izing that there is only so much the Government can do 
for you and that every promise has to have its price. 

We have been laying the foundations for a great third 
century in America, not on false promises or empty opti- 
mism, but on a sound and realistic attitude towards our- 
selves and towards our system. 

For the past 2 years, I have done my best to put this 
Nation back on an even keel, to chart a steady course for 


our country’s future. We have come“a long, long way. We 
have a long way to go to do all the things that this country 
has the potential to do. 

We can build an America that not only celebrates his- 
tory but makes it, that offers limited government and 
unlimited opportunity that concerns itself with the quality 
of ‘life, that proves individual liberty is still the key to 
common progress. 


I have been very proud to serve as your President. I 
love this country just as all of you do, It would be the 
highest honor of my life for you and your fellow Ameri- 
cans to say to me November 2, Jerry Ford, you have done 
a good job. Keep right on doing it. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:48 p.m. at the Villanova Univer- 
sity Fieldhouse. In his opening remarks, the President referred to 
James M. Nolan, president, Political Union, Villanova University, 
and Rev. John M. Driscoll, president of the university. Following his 
remarks, the President attended a reception with student leaders. 


As printed above, the President’s remarks follow the text of the 
White House press release. 


Radio Address on Peace 


Text of the President’s Remarks for Broadcast Over 
the Mutual Radio Network. October 28, 1976 


My subject today is peace. When President Eisenhower 
was asked 20 years. ago about the goals of his foreign 
policy, he said, “We are for peace—peace first, last, and 
always.” Today, that remains the central purpose of 
American foreign policy. 


Throughout my time as President, I have shaped our 
foreign policy according to four basic principles: 


First, we have sought to maintain America’s unques- 
tioned military strength. One-of the most significant 
achievements of this administration is that, after a decade 
in which Congress slashed a total of 50 billion dollars 
from defense budgets, we reversed that downward trend. 
And we have finally convinced the Congress to stop short- 
changing America’s defense. As long as I am President, 
we will have an Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine 
Corps unsurpassed in military capability. 

Second, we have tried to maintain and strengthen our 
friendship with our allies. Those relationships have never 
been better—a point that was echoed repeatedly as world 
leaders came to America to share in our Bicentennial 
celebration. 

Third, working from a position of strength, we have 
sought to reduce tensions in the world and to avert the 
threat of nuclear holocaust. Early in my administration, 
I met with Secretary Brezhnev in Vladivostok to begin 
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negotiations to limit nuclear armaments. Today those 
negotiations are 90-percent complete. 

Finally, we have tried to act as leader and as peace- 
maker in such troubled regions as the Middle East and 
southern Africa. 

The peace that exists today is directly related to our 
hard work, our strength, and our skillful diplomacy, I am 
very proud of what we have accomplished. I am very 
proud to be the first President since Dwight Eisenhower 
to seek election with America at peace. 

This is not a time to weaken our defense, to deny our 
troops essential new weapons, to undermine European 
democracies by hinting at new relationships with Com- 
munist leaders in Western Europe, to withdraw our troops 
from South Korea, to upset the balance in the Middle 
East, or to concede such nations as Yugoslavia to the 
Soviet sphere. 

To preserve the peace, we must be willing to pay the 
price for a mighty military force. 

To preserve the peace, we must be willing to shoulder 
the burdens of our alliances and friendships. 

To preserve the peace, we must be toughminded and 
persistent in dealing with our adversaries. 

To preserve the peace, we must be true to the ideals of 
America—to our love of freedom and dignity and justice 
for all mankind. 


These are my goals as your President. With your help, 
I will continue to pursue those goals for the next 4 years. 
I will lead this Nation on the path of peace through 
strength, and we will live in peace and freedom in the 
United States of America. 


NOTE: The text of the remarks was released at Philadelphia, Pa. 


Indianapolis, Indiana 


The President’s Remarks at the Scottish Rite Cathedral. 
October 28, 1976 


Governor Otis Bowen, it has just been wonderful to 
have worked with you and those words were, I hope, de- 
served. They certainly are appreciated. 


But it is great to see so many old friends here: Con- 
gressman John Myers, Bud Hillis, Bill Hudnut, your fine 
mayor and, of course, your next United States Senator, 
Dick Lugar. Then I understand somewhere in the audi- 
ence is an old and very dear friend of mine, Bill Bray. 
Bill, thank you. 

But equally important, I understand you have some top- 
notch congressional candidates, Larry Buell and David 


Crane. Elect them. I need them, You need them in Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

I am deeply grateful to Mr. McAllister for heading up 
this wonderful affair, and, of course, I am extremely grate- 
ful to Forrest Tucker for being a great master of cere- 
monies so early in the morning. 

There are two friends, I understand, Forrest did intro- 
duce, but I would like to express my deep gratitude and 
appreciation to both of them. They are making an extraor- 
dinary effort to be helpful. First, a fellow you have heard 
about, Joe Garagiola, Joe, where are you? 

I am extremely indebted to one of the outstanding Mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives—I should say really 
in the Congress—and I think Bill Bray, Bud Hillis, 
and John Myers, would verify this—one of the outstand- 
ing Members of the United States Congress during my 
many years there. She and I served together, she on the 
Democratic side of the aisle and I on the Republican. 
There was no person in the Congress who was more knowl- 
edgeable, more far-sighted, more helpful to education in 
the Congress on either side of the aisle, than former Con- 
gresswoman Edith Green, and I want to express my ap- 
preciation for her loyal and wonderful support. Thank 
you very, very much Edith. 

Obviously, it is wonderful to be here in Indianapolis, 
a city growing stronger under good Republican manage- 
ment and Hoosier pride, a city with a tradition of out- 
standing leaders from such men as Dick Lugar and Bill 
Hudnut. 

Before Bill became your mayor, he was a colleague 
of mine in the House of Representatives. This year it is 
Dick Lugar’s turn to go to Washington and, on Novem- 
ber 2 you are going to send him there. 

Bill Hudnut and Dick Lugar are both so talented that I 
think we ought to agree to share them. You can keep one 
here to keep Indianapolis on the right track, as long as we 
can have the other one in Washington to get Congress 
back on the right track, 

Let me say a word or two about your great Governor. 
When Doc Bowen came to Indiana, to its State House 4 
years ago, that was one house call that helped over 5 mil- 
lion people. His wisdom and his experience have served 
you so well in the past 4 years, and I just am so encouraged 
to see that the voters of the great State of Indiana are 
apparently going to give him an overwhelming victory. 
That is a great, great tribute to you Doc, for the superb 
job you have done. 

Now we have less than a week to go before Election 
Day. One of the major issues in this Presidential campaign 
has been the state of our national economy. Of all the 
differences between Mr. Carter and me, none is more im- 
portant than our differences over economic policy. These 
differences have a lot to do with our contrasting views of 
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what the fundamental role of our government should be 
in the United States of America, 

I was interested to read a recent summary by the Na- 
tional Association of Business Economists—60 percent of 
those professional economists replied that a Ford admin- 
istration would be far more likely to pursue economic poli- 
cies in the national interest. Only 14 percent gave such a 
vote of confidence to Mr. Carter. 

The Ford administration in the 2 years plus has earned 
the confidence of the American people by addressing our 
immediate problems while maintaining a long-term view 
of economic policy. 

When I came to office 2 years ago, the economy was 
suffering the most disastrous consequences of many years 
of short-term and short-sighted policies. We had experi- 
enced budget deficits in 14 of the last 15 years. Wage and 
price controls—they burdened us with a tax structure 
which did not encourage sufficient capital formation. 

We all remember what the consequences were. Infla- 
tion was growing, confidence was shrinking among con- 
sumers and among businessmen, and our economy was in 
the early stages of the worst recession in 40 years. 

I don’t mind admitting I faced considerable pressure 
from the Congress and elsewhere to try the same old short- 
term solutions. They sounded good on paper, but, be- 
lieve me, in the 25 years that I had been in Congress and 
seen us go through the same experiences, I knew deep in 
my heart that that was not the road to travel. 

The economic downturn, as you will recall, set off a 
clamor for huge emergency Federal subsidies for more 
and bigger Federal programs and higher deficit spending. 
I rejected this policy of panic and, I think, we were right. 

Instead, I chose policies designed to build long-term, 
sustained economic growth without inflation. Instead of 
trying to buy our way out of the recession by throwing 
open the doors of the Federal Treasury, we took steps to 
revitalize American business and American industry. The 
result has been a recovery built on a very solid base. We 
cut inflation by more than half. From the frightening an- 
nual rate of over 12 percent, our latest monthly figures 
show it running at 4.8 percent. That is real progress. 

Equally important, my administration is putting Amer- 
ica back to work. Since the recession low of March 1975, 
total employment has increased by nearly 4 million peo- 
ple. We have more Americans working today than ever 
before in the history of the United States, nearly 88 
million. 

Unemployment is still too high. Let me point out, how- 
ever, that its failure to drop more sharply this year is the 
result of an unprecedented increase in the size of the 
American labor force. That great increase in the size of 
the labor force is a sign of renewed confidence in the 
health of our economy and the dramatic increase in job 
opportunities. 


Let me say very strongly, I won’t be satisfied until every 
American who wants a job has a job. Those jobs won’t 
be secure, those pay checks won’t be protected unless we 
keep inflation under control. Inflation hurts all of us, 
especially our older’ citizens on fixed incomes. It robs 
their savings, their purchasing power, and everybody 
else’s. 

Inflation not only cuts our purchasing power, it ulti- 
mately cuts confidence and is the most basic element in 
a sustained recovery. Consumers, fearful of inflation, hold 
back on purchases. We vividly recall that in late 1974. In- 
ventories accumulate, production slows down, business- 
men defer investment in plants and equipment, and jobs 
are lost. We know this scenario much too well. We have 
seen it happen before in our history. We must not let it 
happen again, and this administration will not permit it 
in the next 4 years. 

America’s confidence in its economy has been re- 
stored. We have shown that inflation can be driven down, 
can be cured. Now we must keep America’s confidence 
by continuing to hold the line. We must keep raising 
America’s high standard of living. Our economic progress 
depends, as always, on our ability as a nation to foster 
capital investment and increase the productivity of our 
workers. 

I have proposed reforms to the Congress to stimulate 
what some call capital formation through tax incentives. 
That is a big mouthful, but I prefer to use the term—and 
it is much more meaningful—job creation, because that 
is what the proposals would do as a practical matter. 

To meet our employment goals, to create 10 million 
jobs over the next 4 years, 2,500,000 each year for the 
next 4 years, will require a substantial increase in the 
share of our gross national product committed to the 
private sector. 

Some of the so-called tax loopholes condemned by my 
opponent are in fact important tools to encourage capital 
formation. They are incentives for business expansion, 
for business investment, so our economy can employ more 
people and produce more goods and more services. Amer- 
ica’s government must make it easier, not harder, for 
American business to find the capital that makes the 
whole system work. 

In our third debate, last Friday—and I might make a 
comment about that—I was asked if I had any sugges- 
tions about the debates. I said, number one, they ought 
to be institutionalized—and I hope they will in future 
campaigns—but I had a personal observation. I hoped 
that Mr. Carter would answer his question—[laugh- 
ter]|—and that I would question my answers. [Laughter] 

As I was saying, I was asked in the debate last Friday— 
or my opponent was asked—what were the reasons be- 
hind his rather drastic slippage in the polls. In my view, 
one very important reason for his precipitous decline in 
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popularity is that since his party convention he has relied 
very, very heavily on the discredited old formula of more 
promises, more programs, and more spending. 

The American people today are in a very realistic frame 
of mind. They know that every promise has its price. The 
price in Governor Carter’s case would be a minimum of 
$100 billion up to maybe $200 billion every year out of 
the Federal Treasury. That is the price of the new spend- 
ing programs that he endorses. 

You and I know that there are only two alternatives: 
The Federal Government can pay for those programs by 
increasing taxes or it can borrow the money to pay. for 
them, putting more pressure on the credit markets, mak- 
ing it harder for business and industry to find the money 
that they need, adding to the deficit, and fueling the fires 
of inflation. That, in my judgment, is the wrong approach 
altogether, and I will vigorously disapprove of it in the 
next 4 years. 

We need to hold down the rate of growth in Federal 
spending, and as the Members of Congress who are here 
know, when I submitted the budget in January of last year, 
I said we could not afford the 11-percent increase in Fed- 
eral spending that had been the trend for the last 10 years. 
So, I submitted a budget that would reduce that rate of 
growth by 50 percent to an increase of 51/, percent. 

Congress didn’t respond. They did a little better than 
they had been doing, but they have a long way to go. Let 
me say to every Member of Congress, Democrat or Re- 
publican, we are going to submit a budget in January of 
next year that will have the same pressure on Federal 
spending, and I want their support to keep the lid on that 
spending. 

I have been trying to keep that lid on, and we have done 
that with some 66 vetoes, and saved the American tax- 
payer—or saved the American Treasury—about $9 bil- 
lion, averaging about $200 per family in Federal spend- 
ing. 

In addition, let me say, we can reduce taxes if we act 
responsibly in restraining the growth of Federal spending. 
We can reduce taxes for private individuals and corpora- 
tions as well. 

I have proposed—and I reiterate here—the increase in 
the personal exemption by one-third, from $750 to $1,000, 
and trimming the corporate income tax rate at the same 
time. The most necessary tax reform today is tax relief 
for the middle-income taxpayer, so I submitted a tax re- 
duction bill to the Congress last year that called for the 
increase in the personal exemption from $750 to $1,000. 

Congress didn’t respond. I don’t understand why be- 
cause I was talking to some workers out in the factory 
the other day and one of the men legitimately asked me, 
“What are you doing about my tax burdens? They are 
going up locally. They are going up statewide.” I said, 


“Well, I proposed that Congress give to you this increase 
in the personal exemption.” I said, “How many children 
do you have?” He said, “I have three.” It turned out he 
had a wife and three children. I said, “If Congress had 
been smart, they would have given you that kind of tax re- 
lief, which would have given you the opportunity next 
April when you make out your 1040 return, you would 
have $1,250 more in personal income tax exemption.” I 
said, “How could Congress be so stupid not to do it?” 

We are going to submit it to them in January. We are 
going to submit the same proposal to them in January, 
and if they don’t pass it in 1977, we will resubmit it in 
1978. If they don’t pass it in 1978, I am going out and try 
to beat them all in the election in 1978. 

I have indicated to you that I intend to propose as the 
first order of business in Washington next January an ad- 
ditional tax cut of $10 billion. As soon as the Congress is 
organized, I intend to meet with its leadership—Dem- 
ocrat and Republican—so that we can put a tax cut at 
the top of the legislative agenda for 1977. 

In the meantime, I believe that every candidate for Fed- 
eral office, from the White House to the House of Repre- 
sentatives, has an obligation in the closing days of this 
campaign to say precisely where he stands on tax cuts. 
Specifically, I call upon all candidates for the Congress to 
tell their prospective constituents before the election, not 
after the election, whether they will support the kind of 
additional tax cuts that I have proposed. 

I pledge to the American people that I will seek tax cuts 
as the number one priority in the next Ford administra- 
tion, and I ask for the help of voters in electing a Congress 
that will work with me toward that end. 

My view is that our government should return more 
money and more power to the American people and to 
the State and local authorities closest to the American 
people. In recent years, we have seen a trend toward 
greater centralization, greater power in Washington, and 
less State and local authority in your respective communi- 
ties and States, This trend has not only hurt the American 
economy, but it has sapped the American spirit. 

The continuing economic crisis in Great Britain—you 
may have read yesterday that it was worse yesterday than 
it has been before—tells us all we need to know about the 
dangers of too much government, too much spending on 
borrowed money. Just a few days ago, the value of the 
British pound dropped to a new all-time low. Inflation 
has been running at approximately 25 percent. Govern- 
ment spending in Great Britain now accounts for 60 per- 
cent of the entire British economy. 

The courageous—and I emphasize courageous—Brit- 
ish Prime Minister of that troubled nation has gone to the 
very heart of the problem. Listen to what he said just a 
few weeks ago to his own Labor Party, the party that 
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played an important role in helping to create the crisis 
that they face. Prime Minister Jim Callaghan said, and I 
quote, “We used to think that you could spend your way 
out of a recession and increase employment by cutting 
taxes and boosting government spending.” He went on to 
say, “I will tell you in all candor, that option no longer 
exists and that insofar as it ever did exist, it worked by 
injecting inflation into the economy, Each time that has 
happened, the average level of unemployment has risen.” 
He went on to say, “Higher inflation followed by higher 
unemployment, that is the history of the last 20 years in 
Great Britain.” We must not let that happen in the United 
States. We can avoid it, and as long as I am President of 
the United States we will avoid it. 

That is but one of the many important reasons I am a 
candidate for the President in 1976. I need your help and 
I need your support. I need your vote on November 2. 

You know where I stand. You know what I have done. 
You know what we can do. Under my Presidency in the 
next 4 years—and with your support and our victory here 
in Indiana and nationwide next November 2—I will never 
let you down. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 9:05 a.m. Prior to his remarks, the 
President attended a private President Ford Committee reception 
at the cathedral. In his remarks, he referred to Governor Otis Bowen 
of Indiana. 

As printed above, the President’s remarks follow the text of the 
White House press release. 


Covington, Kentucky 


The President’s Remarks Upon Arrival at the Greater 
Cincinnati Airport Announcing Release of His 
Statement on Nuclear Policy. October 28, 1976 


Well, thank you very much, Governor, Bob Taft, the 
Members of the congressional delegations from both Ohio 
and Kentucky: 


It is great to be in the southern Ohio area. But I did 
want to make a very special announcement here. I am 
releasing a comprehensive statement on nuclear policy, 
calling upon all nations of the world to join in a coopera- 
tive effort to expand the benefits of peaceful uses of 
nuclear energy while preventing nuclear proliferation. 

The actions that I am announcing today are designed 
to strengthen the commitment of all nations to the goal 
of nonproliferation; change as well as strengthen U.S. 
domestic policy and programs to support our nonprolifera- 
tion goals; and to establish a very strong foundation for 


increasing the use of nuclear energy in the United States 
and abroad. 

The State of Ohio will have an important role to play 
in meeting these new objectives. We must have new 
capacity to provide fuel for nuclear powerplants here 
as well as abroad. The additional uranium enrichment 
plant that we are going to build at Portsmouth, Ohio, is 
critical to that capacity. Construction of the Portsmouth 
plant is now expected to cost $4,400 million and will mean 
6,000 new jobs for southern Ohio. 

The Administrator of the Energy Research and 
Development Administration has assured me that con- 
struction of that plant can begin early next year, which 
means early 1977. Construction of that plant at Ports- 
mouth, Ohio, will assure a central role for Ohio for years 
to come in providing fuel needed for nuclear powerplants 
in the United States and around the world. 

And I thank the members of the Ohio delegation for 
the strong support that they have given me in making 
this announcement possible. And I particularly point out 
Bob Taft, Bill Harsha, and the rest of the southern Ohio 
delegation that has done so much to make this announce- 
ment possible. 

I thank you very, very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12 noon. As printed above, his re- 
marks follow the text of the White House press release. 

For the text of the President’s nuclear policy statement, see page 


1624 of last week’s issue of the Weekly Compilation of Presidential 
Documents. 


Economic Situation of 


the United Kingdom 


Statement by the President on Measures Taken To 
Meet the Situation. October 28, 1976 


The United States has the highest confidence in the 
ability of the United Kingdom to overcome its present 
economic difficulties. The British Government has taken 
a number of positive steps. We are further encouraged 
by Britain’s decision to seek a standby agreement with the 
International Monetary Fund. As I have already stated 
publicly, the United States will fully support an agree- 
ment reached between Britain and the IMF. As a matter 
of general policy, it is the abiding purpose of the United 
States to see the United Kingdom as a vigorous member 
of the European Community, the North Atlantic Alliance, 
and other international institutions whose goal it is to 
build a better and safer world. 


NOTE: The statement was released at Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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Cincinnati, Ohio 


The President’s Remarks at Fountain Square. 
October 28, 1976 


Thanks very, very much, Governor Jim Rhodes, Sen- 
ator Bob Taft. 

I am certainly looking forward to having Bob Taft 
down there to help ine in the next 4 years, so he can help 
Ohio in the next 6 years. Send him back. We need him, 
and so do you. 

But it is also great to see so many of my old and very 
dear friends from the House of Representatives: Bill 
Gradison, Don Clancy, Tom Kindness, Bud Brown, Bill 
Harsha, Gene Snyder, Doc Carter. Well, there is one 
special person, too, a former Senator, just resigned as our 
Ambassador to East Germany, John Sherman Cooper. 

Well, it is just great to be here in Cincinnati, the home 
of the Big Red Machine. You didn’t concede a single 
game in the World Series, and we won’t concede a single 
State or a single vote on November 2. 

A few days ago, I understand you had a pretty big 
celebration here on behalf of the Reds, and I would, too— 
back-to-back world champions. Boy, what a record. 

And I am very, very proud to have some of the men 
here who made that championship possible. We have Ted 
Kluszewski. You know, I know something about Ted. He 
not only helped the big bats break loose in that World 
Series, but what a hitter Ted was in his own day. And 
then Ken Griffey. I have been trying to run as fast as Ken 
does when he goes for first base. Then, Pete Rose. Pete, 
who plays baseball like that great American spirit: Give 
us a chance and we will get there ahead of everybody, 
period. 

But there is another baseball friend of all of yours and 
a great friend of mine who is here. He had a little color 
that he added to the World Series, a great friend of mine 
who has been campaigning with me, Joe Garagiola. 

But, you know, it is also a great honor and privilege for 
me to be here on this platform with some of the great ath- 
letes that represent Cincinnati so well, the champions of 
some of the sports in our Olympics, the Bengals, the Cin- 
cinnati Stingers. I thank them all for being here and wish 
them all the very, very best. 

But let me extend to all of you a special invitation. On 
January 20, a pretty significant day, I invite every single 
one of you to come to Washington and participate in the 
Jerry Ford- Bob Dole inauguration. 

Johnny Grant came in from California. He handled a 
great rally like this in Orange County, and thank you, 
Johnny, very much. 

As I said, Jim Rhodes has been a loyal friend, a great 
Governor, and I want to express my deep appreciation to 


him for the job he has done for you, but also for the help 
and assistance that he has given me. Thanks very much, 
Jim. 

We are at the countdown, fellows. We are at the count- 
down where it makes a difference for all the men and 
women, the young and the old. On November 2, some 
big decisions are going to be made. 

But let me point out to you, today America is at peace. 
No American is fighting or dying on any foreign soil, and 
we are going to keep it that way. Your lives are not being 
threatened by war or interrupted by the draft. I have spent 
most of my time in the last 2 years working for peace, and 
I am determined to keep America out of war in the next 
4 years. 

And what does that mean? That means that America’s 
young people, like the many young people I see in this 
great audience here today, can go to school and get a good 
education. That means they can plan their careers con- 
fidently, buy a home, raise a family, and look forward to a 
great life. 

I pledge, as I said a moment ago, that in the next 4 
years, because we are strong militarily, because we are 
skillful diplomatically, that America will be at peace, and 
we will keep it that way. Thank you for that support on 
that key issue. 

But here in this great part of southern Ohio, you make 
a substantial contribution to our military weaponry that 
is so essential. I refer here to the contribution to the B—1 
bomber program where GE puts those engines together 
so we can have replacements for our aging B-52’s. We 
need the B—1. There is no right—it would not be fair to 
send our young pilots in the years ahead to do a job for 
you and for me in an aircraft, a weapons system that is 
older than they are, and that won’t be the case under 
President Ford. 


We not only have to keep ourselves strong militarily and 
skillful diplomatically, we have to keep our economy 
strong. I know Ohio believes, as I do, in growth and in 
progress. I announced this morning at the airport a very 
important decision, which is particularly important to 
southern Ohio. My new policy is designed to keep Amer- 
ica number one in the nuclear energy field in order to 
maintain our world leadership in that area. We must main- 
tain our position as a major reliable supplier of fuel for 
nuclear power, not only in the United States but around 
the world. 


The diffusion plant near Portsmouth, Ohio, has played 
a leading role in supplying enriched uranium for electric 
power plants in the United States and for the rest of the 
world. Last May, I announced that we will build an add- 
on plant in Portsmouth, Ohio. The Energy Research 
and Development Agency [Administration] is now asking 
for bids for further design work on this add-on plant. The 
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construction—listen to this—the construction on this im- 
portant addition at Portsmouth is to begin next year, early 
1977. This is a $4,400 million construction project, and 
it means 6,000 construction jobs right here in southern 
Ohio. 

America needs more good productive jobs like that cre- 
ated by a healthy growing economy. My policies have 
brought up America from the depths of its worst reces- 
sion in 40 years, and with your support we can continue 
the march to a sound and sustainable prosperity. With 
your support, I will continue the sensible, common-sense 
approach that we have to your Government by keeping 
the lid on Federal spending, by doing an even better job 
in cutting the rate of inflation. 

You know when I became President a little over 2 years 
ago, the cost of living was increasing at the rate of over 
12 percent. By doing the right thing, keeping a lid on Fed- 
eral spending, by having tax reduction, stimulating the 
economy in the right way, we have cut the rate of inflation 
under 6 percent, and we are going to do better in the next 
4 years. 

But if we are going to have the kind of an economy that 
is one that will make jobs available in the private sector, 
we have to have additional tax reductions. There is an 
old saying that I firmly believe in—the best tax reform is 
tax reduction. As I look across this group here this morn- 
ing on Fountain Square, I know that most of you are in 
the middle income tax paying brackets. The record shows 
that the middle-income taxpayers have been shortchanged, 
and we are going to change that in the next Congress. 

I recommended to the Congress last January that the 
personal exemption ought to be increased from $750 to 
$1,000. That is a one-third increase in the tax exemption 
you would be getting, But, I was out to a plant the other 
day and I asked the man, I said, “How big a family do 
you have?” He said, “I have three kids and a wife.” I 
said, “If the Congress had acted responsibly in this last 
session, they would have done what I proposed be done 
last January, which would have been to increase the per- 
sonal exemption from $750 to $1,000 and you, Mr. Tax- 
payer, with three kids and a wife and yourself, when 
you make out that income tax return next April, you 
would have had $1,250 more of personal exemption.” 


Now, Congress didn’t do what I proposed. But Con- 
gress is going to have it on their doorstep when they come 
back, and they better pass it. If they don’t pass it in 1977, 
we are going to go after them in 1978, and if they don’t 


do it in 1978, we are going to beat them in the election 
in 1978. 


Now, let me tell you something else that I support. I 
mentioned it in the last debate. In my view, we lost a 


great, great American tradition when the Supreme Court 
ruled out voluntary prayer in public schools, Every child 
should have the opportunity for voluntary prayer in 
school, and I strongly support a constitutional amend- 
ment that would permit voluntary prayer in public 
schools. 

We have much to do. We have to keep strong so we 
can keep the peace so that when I negotiate with an ad- 
versary, whether it is from the Soviet Union or any other 
country, or when I negotiate with our allies, they know 
America is number one. 

We have much to do to keep the economy strong so 
we have prosperity for our people. We must do what is 
right so that our older people have an opportunity to 
enjoy the quality of life that they have so richly earned. 
But let’s do all these things together. I ask for your vote 
so we can keep America strong, peaceful, prosperous, and 
free. 

It would be the highest honor of my life for you to say 
to me here in southern Ohio and all over this country, 
“Jerry Ford, you have done a good job. Keep right on 
doing it for the next 4 years,” 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 12:40 p.m. As printed above, his 
remarks follow the text of the White House press release. 


Cleveland, Ohio 


The President’s Remarks at the Fleet Avenue Parade 
Site. October 28, 1976 


Well, let me express to the three wonderful young 
ladies here my appreciation for the opportunity of par- 
ticipating in this wonderful occasion. I know that the 
bread comes from the fruits of your labor and that the salt 
comes from the sweat of your brow, and I am deeply 
grateful for this expression of your friendship and your 
hospitality. And may I express to all of you, the three of 
you, and the others, my deep, deep gratitude for this 
opportunity to have this honor. I thank vou very, very 
much. 

Let me add a few words to what I said. As I had the 
privilege of having the bread and the salt, and as I said 
to the three fine women that made it opportune for me 
to do so, I know the significance—that the bread is the 
fruit of your labor and the salt is the sweat of your brow, 
and the participation in it is an indication of your friend- 
ship and your hospitality. 
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Well, I am delighted to be here in the Karlin Hall area, 
and I thank you very, very much. As we came down that 
Fleet Street highway, the opportunity to see so many won- 
derful people, something that I was taught in Sunday 
school at a very early age came to mind. A. Sunday school 
teacher told me that the beauty of Joseph’s coat is its 
many colors. All of us who make up America today, 215 
million of us, come from all kinds of backgrounds, but we 
are all Americans, and the fact that we are makes Amer- 
ica great. 

America stands for freedom here in the United States. 
Our Constitution protects our freedom. Our Government 
has an obligation to make certain that we have freedom, 
liberty in America. But in addition, America is the sym- 
bol of freedom for people all over the world, and we are 
going to keep it that way. But in order for America to be 
not only the symbol but the hope for freedom and liberty 
around the world, America must remain strong militarily, 
we must stay number one, and we will under a Ford 
administration. 

I think all of you know that it costs money for us to have 
the best Army, the best Navy, the best Air Force and the 
best Marine Corps. But let me say, the fact that we are 
number one encourages our allies to stand tall and strong 
with us and, at the same time, is a warning to our adver- 
saries that they hadn’t better try to fool around with Amer- 
ica. America will meet any challenge any where, any place, 
any time, because we are strong, and we are going to stay 
strong. 

But in order for us to do this, we have to have a strong 
economy at home. A little over 2 years ago, I was privi- 
leged to become your President. We had tough times. In- 
flation was over 12 percent; we were on the brink of a 
recession; there had been a loss of faith and trust in the 
White House; and we were still involved in Vietnam. 

But we kept the Ship of State on an even keel. We set 
a steady course. And the net result is there has been a resto- 
ration of faith and trust in the White House. I have been 
open, candid, frank; I shoot straight from the shoulder, 
and the consequence is the American people trust the Pres- 
ident of the United States. 

We reduced inflation from 12 percent to under 6 per- 
cent. We are getting more jobs in America. But I won’t be 
satisfied until everybody who wants a job, who wants to 
work, has a job in the United States. 

But now let us think about the future security of 
this country—strong economy at home, peace in the world, 
peace through strength, and hope and vision and expecta- 
tion for those people around the world who look at Amer- 
ica. So our job is to make sure that America is there for 
their hopes, for their vision, for freedom and liberty. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 6:14 p.m. As printed above, his 
remarks follow the text of the White House press release, 


Cleveland, Ohio 


The President’s Remarks at a Fundraising Reception 
for Senator Robert Taft, Jr. October 28, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Bob Taft. 

You can’t imagine the thrill it is, how really humble I 
feel to be on this platform in this great Karlin Hall with 
the two greatest Governors in the history of Ohio, as well 
as the finest mayor of a great city; and then a person who 
is going to follow in the great tradition that he has built 
on his own record and the great tradition of his father, 
your Senator Bob Taft. 


If I might take just a minute to introduce a member 
of my family, we have three boys and a daughter, Susan, 
and our son, Mike Ford, has been here in the State of 
Ohio all day and will be with me tonight. He is a divinity 
student up in Boston, Massachusetts. He is out cam- 
paigning for his old man. I would like to introduce to you 
our son, Mike Ford. 


Let me reemphasize right here in Karlin Hall how 
proud I was to have shared with you your bread and salt, 
and I am equally proud to be your President and your 
friend. It is great to have had the opportunity of going 
down Fleet Street. The good mayor has told me on many 
occasions about his home, his neighborhood, his friends, 
and I saw it firsthand. And to be here in Karlin Hall 
really gives me a great, great thrill. 


If I might add a special observation and comment—us 
Michiganders look at people from Ohio and, you know, 
we have nothing but great, great respect for you. And 
when I was first getting started in politics Frank Lausche 
was your Governor. I never thought when I took that 
step to run for the House of Representatives that I would 
ever have the opportunity to meet and work with Frank 
Lausche, but fate made it such that Frank went to the 
United States Senate and I stayed in the House of Rep- 
resentatives. And over the years we not only became good 
friends but we recognized that our philosophies—even 
though he was a Democrat and I was a Republican— 
were virtually identical. 


We believed in the same basic sound principles that had 
made America great, and to have a statesman of his stat- 
ure—he mentioned his age, I didn’t—make the effort to 
come and to speak as he did about his friend, Jerry Ford, 
I will never forget it. It will be a high moment in my po- 
litical career. 


The thing that impresses me about the many people I 
see here and what I saw on each side of the street is that 
you have so many wonderful traditions, such distinctive 
and delicious food, a uniquely spirited way of life, a very 
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special place in this great American family. Through your 
support for people like Frank Lausche, Jim Rhodes, Bob 
Taft, myself, we want to make certain that what we do 
politically preserves these unique things that each and 
every one of you represent. 

We think those different heritages must be kept alive, 
and I can assure you, as your President for the next 4 
years, 1 will be listening, I will be responding to your con- 
cerns, individually and collectively. 

Each of your group is unique and, as I said out on the 
street, I was taught early in my life by a wonderful Sunday 
school teacher that the beauty of Joseph’s coat is its many 
colors. The strength of our great country is the fact that 
we are all different, that we share that same great hope of 
freedom, of liberty not only for ourselves but for all 
mankind. 

You share a deep, deep devotion to your family and 
your churches and your neighborhood. These are the best 
American values. They are the values that really keep 
America united. They are my values. You are my concern, 
and I know that America is your concern. 

My administration has been working to ensure that 
what you have earned, what you have built for yourself, 
your churches, your local groups, your social club, will 
be here tomorrow for them, your children, to enjoy. 

We must ensure that your family will have the healthy 
neighborhoods like this one. Ralph Perk told me he was 
born a house or two away from where he now lives and 
the neighborhood has retained its great strength and char- 
acter. We must keep, across this Nation, not just in Cleve- 
land, this kind of neighborhood so that people can build a 
decent and better life for themselves. 

A family needs a neighborhood that is safe. A family 
needs a neighborhood that is stable. A family needs a 
neighborhood of local churches, local shops, and local 
schools. The first day of this year, January 1, I signed into 
law—some of you may remember—the Mortgage Disclos- 
ure Act to prevent redlining and neighborhood decline. 
Two months ago, I met with ethnic leaders to see what 
more we could do and, as a result of that meeting—and 
Ralph Perk, as I recall, was there—I created a President 
Ford committee of urban development and neighbor- 
hood revitalization. 

I charged that committee with developing a sound 
fiscal policy, a sound Federal policy to help preserve our 
neighborhoods. That policy will be based on local initia- 
tive and local control, and I will see that that policy is car- 
ried out over the next 4 years. 


I am deeply aware of another issue that troubles many 
of you, especially those of you from Eastern Europe. This 
Bicentennial Year, as you celebrate, as we all celebrate 
American liberty, you are concerned to see that your 


friends and relatives abroad who do not share all of your 
freedoms, your friends and relatives are not-forgotten. 

America cares today as it has always cared. We stand 
for freedom and independence in 1976 as we stood for 
freedom and independence in 1776. My position during 
my total political career in the Congress, as Vice Presi- 
dent, and now as President has remained the same; that 
is, the spirit of the peoples of Eastern Europe has never 
been broken and never will. 

The United States, as a matter of fundamental prin- 
ciple, supports the aspirations for freedom and national 
independence for the people of Eastern Europe. And as 
long as I am President of the United States, our great 
country will never recognize or acquiesce in the Soviet 
domination of Eastern Europe. 

As we celebrate our Bicentennial—and wasn’t that a 
wonderful day on July 4 of 1976—we must make certain 
that the whole wide world knows the torch of freedom in 
the Statue of Liberty still burns brightly and always will. 

What a great day this has been in Cincinnati, here in 
Cleveland, culminating in this great occasion in Karlin 
Hall. But let’s make November 2 an even greater day 
with its victory for all 215 million Americans. 


I ask for your help, I ask for your support, I ask for 
your vote so we can continue to keep America strong, 
proud, and free. With your help, we will do it, and I will 
never let you down. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 6:41 p.m. at Karlin Hall. 
As printed above, his remarks follow the text of the White House 
press release. 


Cleveland, Ohio 


The President’s Remarks at the Sun Newspaper Good 
Neighbor Awards Banquet. October 28, 1976 


David, Governor Rhodes, Mayor Perk, distinguished 
guests, ladies and gentlemen: 

It really is a great honor and a very high privilege to 
congratulate the Good Neighbors selected in 46 suburban 
neighborhoods in the greater Cleveland area, to congrat- 
ulate not only the winners but the families, as well, and 
your distinguished mayors and your community leaders. 

I commend David, the 12 Sun newspapers, as very good 
neighbors for providing this good recognition to all of 
you for bringing a good ray of sunshine into the lives of 
others. It is a wonderful occasion, and I am honored to be 
here. 
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My understanding is that none of the winners of the 
Good Neighbor Awards sought the nomination. [Laugh- 
ter] In politics you have to do that. But no politics were 
involved in your selection. Nevertheless, you won the pop- 
ular vote and all of the electoral votes in each and every 
one of your communities. Believe me, as I understand it, 
there was no apathy on each and every one of you. 

I recall the many good neighbors that Betty and I had 
in communities where we lived. Of course, our home is 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, but our four children were 
brought up in Alexandria, Virginia. Believe me, good 
neighbors in both places were essential and just wonderful, 
as far as our young family was concerned in Betty’s and my 
married life. The spirit in both of those communities, I 
know firsthand, is still alive, but it is also alive here in Ohio. 
But more importantly, it is alive throughout the United 
States. 

Our traditional values in this great country just haven’t 
gone out of style. As individuals, I understand you noticed 
that snow needed to be shoveled off the sidewalks of some 
elderly neighbors, that hot meals were required by people 
stricken by illness, that a blind person needed a ride to a 
shopping center, that neighborhood teenagers needed help 
with their school work, if someone was away and 
their pets needed some food, that a disabled veteran and 
a new neighbor needed friendship. 

You didn’t refer them to some government office or 
agency—whether it was local, State, or Federal—for as- 
sistance. You responded as a human being to other human 
beings. And I think that is what makes America work; it 
always has. It is what America really is all about—neigh- 
borliness, kindness, homes, families, religious values—all 
adding up to that special quality of what we proudly call 
Americanism. 

As I look around this room tonight, it is obvious to me 
that Americanism has not died. Americanism is alive; it 
is well. It is living from Cleveland to Rocky River, to 
Parma and North Royalton, to Richmond Heights, to 
Shaker Heights, Garfield Heights. Gosh, I can’t think of 
all the other communities. [Laughter] But they are all 
wonderful communities in this great State of Ohio, and 
it is similar, I am sure, in all the communities throughout 
the United States. I am proud to say that as long as I am 
President, I will do all that I possibly can to keep that 
wonderful spirit alive. 

[At this point, David Skylar, president, COM-COPR Papers, 
presented the President with the National Good Neighbor Award.] 

Thank you very much, David. 

I could make quite a speech about John Collins—even 
before he nominated me. [Laughter] You might be curi- 
ous, he is 90-something now. He was the mayor of East 
Grand Rapids, I don’t know, countless years, and he was 
a very hard-working, dedicated, religious man. He worked 
for—some of you may have used their products—the Bis- 


sell Carpet Sweeper Company for years and years and 
years—TI mean years. 

But John Collins lived out in East Grand Rapids, which 
is a suburb like Shaker Heights in Cleveland. John Col- 
lins, every day that he was employed, walked from East 
Grand Rapids, rain or snow or sleet, down to his factory 
where he was employed. You would drive down and 
you would say, jump in. Oh, no, John walked that route 
for about 50 years every day, about 5 or 6 miles, home and 
back. But he was a super mayor because he was interested 
and concerned with people. And he finally, on the orders 
of his family and his doctor, was convinced that he ought 
not to seek continued public service. 

But John is the kind of a person that really ought to get 
that award, and I feel honored that he would think that 
highly of me. But I really accept that award—and I say 
this sincerely—on behalf of all of the American people 
because I find as I travel around this wonderful, wonder- 
ful country where we live, that we are all good neighbors 
with one another. We can disagree without being dis- 
agreeable. We can work to keep America moving. 

Probably the most inspirational day that I ever spent 
in my life, certainly as President, was the Fourth of July 
last year-—or this year, I should say—when we celebrated 
our 200th birthday. I had the privilege of making a few 
remarks at Valley Forge and reminding the people there 
of the sacrifices that were made on our behalf by George 
Washington and that cold and scraggly army, and then 
in Philadelphia where it all kind of began, culminating 
in New York City and seeing those Tall Ships from all 
over the world. 

But those three affairs were not the only ones that were 
held in America to show the rebirth of our spirit and the 
rekindling of our faith and the rejuvenation of what 
America stands for. We have a new direction. We are 
in motion. We are moving forward. All of the anger and 
divisiveness of a few years ago has disappeared. 

We are all together, and I know that as we enter our 
third century, we have an opportunity through good 
neighborliness, through dedication to our principles as a 
country, not only to read history as we can—and it is the 
history of 200 years—but to make history in our third 
century, to make the history that our forefathers gave to 
us as their vision, to make it a reality for us but, more 
importantly, for our children and our grandchildren. 

That is the mission that we have. That is the responsi- 
bility we bear. But we do it because we are proud of 
America and proud of what it stands for and honored to 
have, each and every one of us, the opportunity to do for 
America what we feel so deeply—to make it the reality of 
the dreams of our forefathers. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:45 p.m. at the Marriott Hotel. 


As printed above, his remarks follow the text of the White House 
press release. 
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Radio Address on Crime 


Text of the President’s Remarks for Broadcast Over the 
Mutual Radio Network. October 29, 1976 


I want to talk with you this morning about one of the 
greatest concerns of this campaign. The issue is crime. 

For too long, the fear of crime has cast its ominous 
shadow on the streets of America. 

For too long, the conscientious efforts of law enforce- 
ment officers throughout America have been compromised 
by a system of “revolving-door” justice and by a lack of 
adequate community involvement in crime prevention. 

For too long the rights of the victims of crime have not 
had the same protection as the rights of the criminal 
defendants, 

During the past 2 years, we have begun to make head- 
way against crime in America. In 1974, the crime rate 
increased by 18 percent. Last year, the increase was 
down to 9 percent. And for the first 6 months of this year, 
the increase in the overall crime rate was only 3 percent. 
The incidence of violent crime—murder, rape, robbery, 
and aggravated assault—actually went down. 

This is real progress—not just because of the statistics 
but because Americans are beginning to feel safer in their 
own neighborhoods and on the streets of our cities. 

The role of the Federal Government in law enforce- 
ment is limited. We do not have a national police force, 
and we don’t want one. But the Federal Government can 
serve as a model for law enforcement efforts at the State 
and local level. My administration is setting a good 
example. 

First, I have proposed a comprehensive revision of the 
Federal Criminal Code to replace the overlapping, con- 
tradictory, and outdated statutes now on the books. 

Second, I have proposed strict, automatic prison sen- 
tences for those convicted of such Federal crimes as hi- 
jacking and kidnaping, and for those who use a gun or 
other dangerous weapon in the commission of a crime. 

Third, I have proposed unprecedented funding for the 
Federal Government’s Law Enforcement Assistant Ad- 
ministration, which provides equipment and training for 
local police officers. 

Fourth, I have proposed tougher laws against drug 
pushers: for example, permitting judges to deny bail for 
defendants with a prior criminal record and imposing 
mandatory sentences for convicted pushers. 

Fifth, I have proposed increasing the number of Fed- 
eral judges to relieve the crowding of court dockets and 
to reduce the delay in bringing criminal cases to trial. 

Sixth, I have recommended four new Federal prisons 
to relieve overcrowded or inhumane conditions in our 
penal system and to give judges no reason to keep con- 
victed criminals out of jail. 


Seventh, I have initiated a career criminal program in 
12 key cities throughout America, and it will be 100 cities 
by 1978. This program, which began last year, identifies 
habitual criminals, sets up special prosecution procedures, 
and in 95 percent of the cases, results in conviction and in 
prison sentences that average more than 20 years. 

We have also established a Public Integrity Section 
within the Justice Department to discover and prosecute 
official corruption. Furthermore, my administration is 
now devoting more resources to combat white collar crime 
than any other administration in history. 

Most important, I have asked for a new, active spirit 
of cooperation from you, the American people, to help 
us defeat our common enemy, crime. 

I have promised America a new generation of freedom: 
the freedom to walk the streets in safety, to be secure in 
our homes and neighborhoods, to trust the honesty and 
integrity of public officials. 

On July 4, we celebrated the first 200 years of America’s 
history. On November 2, with your help, we will begin 
a new generation of freedom for all Americans. 


NOTE: The text of the remarks was released at Cleveland, Ohio. 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


The President’s Remarks to the Wisconsin Education 
Association. October 29, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Paul duVair. It is wonder- 
ful to be back in Wisconsin to see some of my old and 
very dear friends, Congressman Bob Kasten, former Gov- 
ernor Warren Knowles, and an old friend of mine in my 
political party, Ody Fish. 

But it is a very special privilege and pleasure for me, 
if I might have the dispensation, to introduce to all of you 
a very dear friend of mine who is also a great and long- 
standing friend and supporter of education, I take the 
pleasure of introducing her because she served as a Mem- 
ber of the House of Representatives with me for 19 years. 
She was on the other side of the aisle. She was a very for- 
midable person in debate. I always did better when she 
was on my side. But let me assure you there was never a 
more knowledgeable, more dedicated person in the field 
of education than the former Democratic Member of the 
House of Representatives, Edith Green. 


Naturally, I am very pleased and proud that she, having 
retired voluntarily from the Congress 2 years ago, is now 
serving as a valuable contributor to my campaign. But 
I think it is interesting to note that she served on the 
House Committee on Education and Labor and was 
chairman of the Subcommittee on Postsecondary Edu- 
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cation. And it is also of some consequence to note that 
she received both the Oregon and the NEA Citizens 
Award. So, you know Edith is real quality. 

But I am honored to appear before the Wisconsin Edu- 
cation Association Council, a distinguished group of pro- 
fessional teachers, to discuss a subject of vital importance 
to all of us and to the Nation—America’s schools. 

We in America have, from our very earliest days, de- 
veloped an educational system as significant and as revo- 
lutionary as our political structure. Educational oppor- 
tunity for all citizens was a crucial part of the vision 
which our Nation’s founders had. They knew that ignor- 
ance and freedom could not coexist. 

Education is now the Nation’s number one business. 
Today, 60 million Americans attend school: 10 million 
in postsecondary education and 50 million in elementary 
and secondary schools. Over 2% million Americans are 
school teachers and school administrators. 

More money is spent on education in America than 
any other single governmental endeavor. In all, America is 
making a huge investment in quality education, and 
American taxpayers expect a substantial return for their 
investment. 

My administration shares their expectation and their 
concern in America’s continuing and striving to be the 
world’s finest. No other sphere of activity is so closely 
bound to the lives of all Americans. The strength of our 
political system is dependent on educated, sovereign 
people. 

Early generations of Americans looked upon education 
as a cherished privilege, a steppingstone to a successful 
and a happy life. Our schools, our colleges educated mil- 
lions of immigrant children who spoke no English when 
they arrived on our shores. These people and their de- 
scendants valued education above all. To them, self- 
discipline was both essential and natural. If self-discipline 
was missing, then imposed discipline in the home and the 
school was accepted as reasonable and proper. 

Today, these attitudes have eroded. Education, par- 
ticularly in America’s urban centers, has been inundated 
by a barrage of social problems. Schools are facing a 
litany of ills—drugs, disruption, violence that victimizes 
both teachers and students, increased racial tensions, and 
the excessive demands for schools to be all things to all 
people. 

In the midst of all of this, it is not surprising that educa- 
tion and our children suffer. Headlines, if not personal 
family experiences, tell us that crime in the schools is a 
very serious problem. The National Education Associa- 
tion reports that over the past few years, there has been a 
dramatic increase in school crime and school violence. 

Some of today’s parents say teachers must understand 
our children better. I say it is hard for a teacher to under- 
stand a student who is threatening him or her with a 
knife. No teacher should be subject to physical or verbal 


assault by students, nor should any teacher be fearful of 
physical abuse by undisciplined students—and I add this 
with emphasis—nor by the undisciplined parents of those 
students, 

We can, and I honestly think that we must, keep the 
schoolrooms of America places to learn, to uplift, to move 
forward. If our schools fail, we fail; and if they succeed, 
we succeed. 

The heart of America’s education system, the key to 
success or failure for the millions of students sitting in 
classrooms, is not buildings or dollars spent. The key is 
the classroom teacher. All of us, as individuals and col- 
lectively as a nation, owe much, a very great deal, to our 
teachers during our lifetime. 

Who among us does not recall the impact made on his 
or her life by that very special teacher? I could recite a 
number in my own lifetime who have contributed very 
significantly to whatever circumstances or success that I 
have had, and I value their contributions very deeply. 

Our teachers, our schools have made it possible for the 
United States to lead the world in science and technology, 
in medicine, in agricultural production, and in space ex- 
ploration. With all of the problems, our teachers still have 
given us the best educated youngsters in the world today, 
and I congratulate all of you for that accomplishment. 

But how can we help our teachers meet the awesome 
demands of the future? How can we channel more of the 
$130 billion now spent on education each year into class- 
rooms to benefit our children and avoid the bureaucratic 
snarls that somehow seem to plague too many school 
systems? 

In the past decade, America has responded to problems 
of education with a variety of Federal programs designed 
to meet specific needs through assistance to State and 
local school agencies. Each new program was aimed at 
educational problems of particular segments of our popu- 
lation. As a result, the proliferation of narrow, categorical 
programs has reached a point, really a crescendo, where 
it is causing confusion, duplication and, I think, unneces- 
sary waste. 


Local citizens and administrators are buried under an 
avalanche of paperwork, generated by no less than 110 
separate and frequently overlapping Federal aid to edu- 
cation programs, and we have got to do something 
about it. 


My administration will not try to out-promise or out- 
bid the opposition. You know that every new program has 
its price, and every politician who promises new programs 
has an obligation to say how much it will cost and who 
will pay for it. You are too sophisticated, too experienced, 
too knowledgeable to simply throw your weight to the 
highest bidder. I owe you more than an auction for Fed- 
eral education dollars. I am working for meaningful, 
much needed reform in Government’s whole approach to 
educational assistance. 
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As President, the first piece of legislation that I signed 
back in August of 1974, over 2 years ago, was the Omni- 
bus Education Act. It improved the distribution of Fed- 
eral education funds; it unclogged, to some extent, the 
administration of Federal education programs. This was 
a distinct move in the right direction, but in a major pro- 
posal that I sent to the Congress in March of this year, I 
urged the further consolidation of Federal education pro- 
grams in the interest of service to local schools, effective 
administration, and bona fide economy. 

Under my proposal, 24 categorical grants would be 
consolidated into a single block grant program. The States 
and the communities, not some faceless bureaucrat in 
Washington, would decide how this money would best 
be spent to help their students and their teachers do a 
better job. 

It was interesting in this past year since that proposal 
was made, that all or most of the State educational heads, 
or whatever their precise title might be, agreed with the 
proposal, because they felt that was a far more effective 
way—with infinitely less redtape—to get that money for 
elementary and secondary education from the Federal 
Government right at the local level. 

I am optimistic that with the year that we will have 
had to educate people who want the job done, that we 
can convince the next Congress that this is the way to take 
whatever the funds are that the Federal Government 
makes available and get it to the source where we want the 
job done as quickly, as economically, and as effectively as 
possible. 

Now, in spite of my conviction that Federal spending 
must be held in check—and just about a year ago that 
was a tough decision that I had to make—I have, because 
of my strong personal dedication to America’s schools, 
urged that Federal assistance be increased for the cur- 
rent fiscal year. The block grant program that I men- 
tioned a moment ago calls for the increase in spending in 
each of the 3 fiscal years after its enactment. 

As I said a moment ago, I am optimistic that that con- 
solidation program will be accepted by the Congress with 
the kind of increases that I think can be justified, and 
will be extremely helpful in solving some of the local and 
even the State financial problems involving schools. 

When I spoke in Ohio State—and you know, somebody 
from Michigan who gets invited to speak at a commence- 
ment at Ohio State, you never forget the experience— 
(laughter|—and they treated me better as a commence- 
ment speaker than they treat the Michigan football teams 
from time to time—[laughter]|—but when I was at Ohio 
State 2 years ago, I urged that the transition from the 
world of education to the world of work, a very crucial 
juncture in the life of every individual, be explored by the 
most knowledgeable people in the field of education. 

I said at that time, the Nation needs new ways to bring 
the world of work and institutions of education close to- 


gether. The response from the education and business com- 
munities has been more than heartening. The U.S. Office 
of Education, the Departments of Labor and Commerce, 
private business and industry have responded to my chal- 
lenge in a very encouraging way. In the past 2 years, 
scores of programs have been developed to help high 
school students prepare for worthwhile occupations while 
completing their education. These developments are ex- 
citing, they are innovative, and they are a fine example 
of government as a helpful servant rather than a meddling 
master in the area of education. 

American schools have met and overcome many chal- 
lenges in our Nation’s first two centuries. Today, we have 
a civilization which has reached unparalleled heights of 
material well-being, a civilization that has uncovered many 
of the secrets of the physical world. But even more impor- 
tant are our moral and intellectual values, the elements 
that constitute the very essence of civilization. 

A Gallup poll this year reported—and I quote—“The 
public is overwhelmingly in favor of instruction in morals 
and moral behavior in the Nation’s public schools.” Many 
years ago, a great President, President Theodore Roose- 
velt, put it much more dramatically. He said—and I 
quote—‘To educate a man in mind and not in morals is 
to educate a menace to society.”’ I wholeheartedly agree. 





Unfortunately, too many citizens are uninformed or, 
worse, unconcerned about the workings of their govern- 
rient. Too many young Americans are graduating from 
our schools with a feeling that the law is a threat and that 
government is an enemy. Too many are cynical; too many 
don’t care. 

We cannot uphold our society’s system of values by sim- 
ply lecturing our children that it is good. We can only 
assure its future by educating our children to be aware of 
and to respect its strengths and, at the same time, give 
them the knowledge and the incentive to correct its faults. 
Only then will they understand why America’s moral val- 
ues must be preserved, even though our society constantly 
changes. Only then will they understand that truth, equity, 
and justice are more than mere words, but a way of life. 


Meeting the educational challenges of America’s third 
century must not be the responsibility of educators and 
teachers alone. They cannot and must [not] be called upon 
to assume the burden of curing all of society’s ills single- 
handedly. It must be a cooperative effort by parents, school 
board members, teachers, religious leaders, government of- 
ficials, businessmen, labor leaders—every single one of us. 

We do face great problems in America today. Over- 
coming them requires more than dollars, more than tech- 
nology, more than programs. We need a belief in ourselves. 
We need the will, the education, the discipline to take 
action. 

Let us take a new look at ourselves in America. Let us 
see a constructive partnership between the education com- 
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munity and the rest of our society. Let us seek the highest 
standards in every aspect of American life. 

As Daniel Webster once wrote—and I quote—“If we 
work upon marble, it will perish. If we work upon brass, 
time will efface it. If we rear temples, they will crumble to 
dust. But if we work upon men’s immortal minds, if we 
embue them with high principles, with a just fear of God 
and love of our fellow men, we engrave on those tablets 
something which no time can efface and which will 
brighten and brighten to all eternity.” 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:10 a.m. at the Mecca Auditorium. 


As printed above, the President’s remarks follow the text of the 
White House press release. 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


The President’s Remarks at a Ford-Dole Committee 
Reception. October 29, 1976 


Thank you. It is wonderful to be in Milwaukee. It is 
wonderful to be with all you great Badgers. 

When I left Kansas City, I said we would not concede a 
single vote and we would not concede a single State. We 
don’t, and we expect to win Wisconsin. 

I want to express my deep appreciation to all of the 
people, whether they were in one part of the Republican 
Party or the other part of the Republican Party or some 
other area. I appreciate very deeply the unification and the 
joint effort that is being made in the great State of Wis- 
consin, so that we can go forward together for a victory 
on November 2. 

I was going to tell Ody and Warren later today and ask 
them to express it to you, but I see so many nice people 
here I am going to do it myself—{/aughter|—I am going 
to invite every one of you to come down January 20, and 
be there for the inauguration of Jerry Ford and Bob Dole. 

I do want to express my deep appreciation and gratitude 
to Bob Kasten and Bill Steiger, who have just been ex- 
tremely helpful. I need them down there. You need them 
down there. We just need to add a few more to the Wis- 
consin delegation. 

I would like to make one or two comments that I think 
might be helpful to-you as you work in the next 4 days—we 
are in the countdown period—to convince those Inde- 
pendents and those Democrats that they ought to join with 
us in what really has become a crusade. 

I was so pleased at the tremendous outpouring of 
warmth and friendship of the crowd outside of the hotel 
here. It is just wonderful, but it is indicative of what we 
are finding all over America. 


More and more Americans are realizing the great 
change that has taken place since August of 1974. We 
were in troubled times. People were mad at each other, 
They were divided. They had lost faith in America. There 
was a lack of faith in the White House itself. Inflation 
was over 12 percent. We were on the brink of the worst 
recession in 40 years. We were still involved in Vietnam. 
It was a troubled time for America. We were in turmoil. 

But what we tried to do was to put the ship on an even 
keel and steer a steady course. Gradually, we have turned 
the economy around. Inflation is less than 6 percent. We 
have added 4 million jobs. Instead of a recession, we are 
moving toward a strong, healthy economy. We are out of 
Vietnam. And I am proud to say to you—and you should 
say it to everybody—this administration has no young 
Americans fighting or dying on foreign soil. 

You can go to the high schools and colleges today and 
say to every young man, you aren’t faced with selective 
service. We have an all-volunteer military force, a mili- 
tary force of 2,100,000 that is well-trained, well-equipped, 
well-led, a force that is number one. Under President 
Ford, we are going to keep it number one. 


My opponent wants to cut a minimum of $5 to $7 bil- 
ilon out of the defense program. You can’t negotiate with 
our adversaries, you can’t strengthen our allies if you are 
going to have a weaker U.S. military force. We have to 
stay strong to be at peace, and under my adininistration, 
with strength and diplomatic skill, we are going to stay at 
peace and get our third century kicked off in the right 
way for our young people, for America, for all mankind. 

One other point. As I said, we are moving so that we are 
getting, I think, a healthy and strong economy. It is not 
as good as we would like it, but the remedies that we rec- 
ommended, Congress finally approved in part. But the 
remedy that we must have for the next 4 years is a re- 
straint on Federal spending, so that we, in good conscience, 
can say to the American people, you can have another tax 
reduction. 


Last year I recommended to the Congress that we in- 
crease the personal exemption from $750 to $1,000. That 
is meaningful. Let me illustrate it. I was in a plant the 
other day and one of the workers in the plant said, “Well, 
what are you doing about my taxes?” I said, “Well, how 
many children do you have?” He said, “I have three and 
a man and wife.” I said, “If Congress had been responsi- 
ble, we could have given to you, when you make out your 
income tax next April—you would have had $1,250 in- 
crease in your personal exemptions.” But Congress didn’t 
act. I think it was wrong. I think it was irresponsible. But 
that recommendation from me is going to be on their desks 
in January of next year. And if they don’t pass it in 1977, 
it will be on their desk in 1978, and if they don’t pass it 
then, we will go out and beat them in 1978. 
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The middle-income taxpayer has been shortchanged 
too long under the Federal tax system. But at the same 
time, if we are going to create jobs, we have to give in- 
dustry an incentive. So coupled with this increase in the 
personal exemption, I think we have to give some tax 
relief in the corporate income tax so they will have the 
wherewithal to expand, to build new plants, to provide 
those jobs—and we have 2 to 24 million of young people 
coming into the labor market every year, and we can’t 
have a stagnant economy if we are going to provide those 
young people with jobs. 

Now, my opponent wants to take care of the unemploy- 
ment by deadend, taxpayer-financed jobs. I am against it. 
I am for the free enterprise system. 

Thank you all very, very much. Wisconsin is crucial, 
Wisconsin is critical. If we carry Wisconsin, we are in, 
So what your job is, is to maximize what you have done. 
We have been grateful for what you have achieved, but 
boy, it is like the last quarter of the big game, and this is 
big because it determines America’s course, America’s 
direction in the next 4 years. 

Thank you. I want your help. Let’s maximize it, and 
Wisconsin be in favor of a Wolverine. 

Thank you. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 9:54 a.m. at the Marc Plaza Hotel. 


As printed above, the President’s remarks follow the text of the 
White House press release. 


St. Louis, Missouri 


The President’s Remarks With Reporters at Lambert 
Field. October 29, 1976 


Tue Present. Good morning, It is nice to be here with 
Jack Danforth and Gene McNary. 

It is great to be back and have the memories of that 
last visit with the tremendous crowd we had. What was 
it—35,000 to 40,000? So it is a pleasure to be in St. Louis, 
Missouri. And you make certain that Missouri goes for 
Jack—which there is no question, I guess—and Kit Bond, 
myself, and the rest of the ticket. 

I would be glad to answer a question or two. 

Q. Mr. President, what is your reaction to the decline 
in the leading economic indicators for the second month 
in a row? 

Tue Present. We did expect some falling-off be- 
cause of the pause, but on the other hand, we are very en- 


couraged by the tremendous increase in housing starts 
for the second month in a row. We are very impressed 
with the fact that several surveys show that consumer 
confidence is in good shape. 

We think that as we move ahead in the fourth quar- 
ter—and we are in the fourth quarter now—there will be 
good results by the end of this quarter. 

Q. Mr. President, have you approved the sale of com- 
puters to China that would be useful in its defense—you 
or your administration? 

Tue Preswent. I approved the sale of computers on 
the recommendation of the Department of Defense, on 
the recommendation of the National Security Council, 
and on the recommendation of the Departmeut of Com- 
merce. They all approved them, and they are not related 
to any defense capability as far as the PRC is concerned. 

Q. Why didn’t you make it public, Mr. President? 
Why did this have to be revealed by reporters? You say 
you have an open administration. 

The Preswent. I can’t give you the answer. I signed 
it. I assumed that it was part of a regular process. There 
was no question about. The Department of Defense 
recommended it; the Department of Commerce recom- 
mended it; the NSC recommended it. These particular 
computers had no relationship whatsoever to our national 
security. 

Q. Mr. President, could you tell us why you called 
Senator Dole at 5 a.m., as reported from Denver? 

THE PresweEnt. I was going to have a busy day, as you 
knew, and I wanted to make sure that I said hello to him 
and wished him well and urged him to keep up the good 
work. It was just 7 o’clock our time and, as you know, 
we were about to take off. That was the most opportune 
moment for me to give him a call. 

Q. How will the drop in economic indicators affect the 
campaign? 

Tue Present. I think the American people know we 
made very significant progress against the battle against 
inflation. The latest figures show the cost of living has 
gone up at the rate of 4.4 percent, which was considerably 
less than the 12-percent inflation that I inherited, so that 
we have made almost a two-thirds successful battle in 
winning the war against inflation. 

So as long as we are winning the battle against infla- 
tion, I think the American people will think that is a 
significant gain, and it will be reflected in the campaign. 

Reporter. Thank you, Mr. President. 

Tue Preswent. Thank you all very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:52 a.m. 


As printed above, this item follows the text of the White House 
press release. 
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Ford Administration Program for 
Older Americans 


Statement by the President. October 29, 1976 


One of the major concerns of my administration dur- 
ing the next 4 years will be to help provide conditions 
under which older Americans can continue to live secure 
and fulfilling lives. 

We all owe a debt to our older citizens. They are the 
ones who built our economy and established the moral 
bases on which our country has grown. We must not let 
them down. 

First of all we must make sure that they can look for- 
ward to futures that are economically secure. But even 
more important than that, we must see to it that we con- 
tinue to have a society and a country of which our older 
citizens can be proud. That, above all, is the reward 
that they ask. 

I am proposing a specific program to help provide the 
foundation on which older Americans can continue to 
build constructive lives. 

First, I will work with the next Congress to enact a 
catastrophic insurance plan for older Americans so that 
never again will the savings of a lifetime be wiped out 
through a single illness. Under this plan, medical and 
hospital costs will never rise above $750 in a single year. 

Second, I will call on the next Congress to assure the 
integrity of the social security system. Social security bene- 
fits are rights that have been earned by retired workers and 
their families. The Federal Government is legally and 
morally bound to make sure that the fund is secure. But 
because of the rise in the cost of living, the social security 
fund is now paying out more than it takes in. It is there- 
fore essential to the security of retired citizens, both now 
and in the future, that we raise the level of the fund to 
the point at which it will meet projected costs. 

Third, I will continue to check the rise in Federal 
spending in order to keep the inflation rate going down. 
Inflation hits hardest at our older citizens, many of whom 
are living on retirement incomes. If we devalue their dol- 
lars, we are robbing them of savings and pension benefits 
that they built up through years of labor. 

Fourth, I will call on the next Congress to enact my 
anticrime package, which will help protect the security 
of our streets and homes. Legislation that I have placed 
before Congress will provide tougher sentencing proced- 
ures for drugpushers, hijackers, kidnapers, and law- 
breakers who use dangerous weapons in the commission 
of their crimes. 

Fifth, I will continue to include representative older 
Americans on advisory councils related to Federal con- 
sumer protection programs. 


Sixth, I will launch a program for neighborhood re- 
vitalization, to direct Federal urban programs to protect 
and restore the quality of life in the urban neighborhoods 
in which many of our older citizens live. 

Of course, in a larger sense, the entire Ford program is 
a program for older Americans—because its purpose is to 
build a peaceful, prosperous, secure America—the objec- 
tive which older Americans share with all other citizens, 


NOTE: The statement was released at St. Louis, Mo. 


St. Louis, Missouri 


The President’s Remarks at the Luther Ely Smith 
Memorial Park. October 29, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Jack Danforth. May I 
say at this point, nothing would make me happier than 
to have Jack Danforth as your next United States Sen- 
ator. You need Jack Danforth, and I need him, so let’s 
go work and make sure he is elected November 2. 


It is great to be back in Missouri, to have the oppor- 
tunity of being in a State so wonderfully handled by your 
fine, fine Governor, Kit Bond, and his very, very able 
Lieutenant Governor, Bill Phelps, 


I am indebted, of course, to your good friend and mine, 
Gene McNary. Gene, thank you. But there are two won- 
derful people here who have made extraordinary efforts. 
Peter Graves has been your master of ceremonies, Peter, 
thank you very, very much; and one of my all-time fa- 
vorites, Al Hirt. Al, thank you. 


A very dear friend of mine and a great person who was 
born and brought up right here in St. Louis has been 
traveling with me for the last 10 days. Unfortunately, he 
had a prior commitment that prevented him from coming 
here to St. Louis. But I have gotten to know, I think, one 
of the most fabulous people in this whole country. Do any 
of you remember the name of Joe Garagiola? 


Joe has taken about 10 days of his time and is out 
campaigning on behalf of Jerry Ford and Bob Dole. The 
other day we were flying from someplace to someplace, 
and Joe and I were sitting and I was listening to those 
wonderful stories that he tells about baseball. I was a 
rookie baseball player that never made it. Joe was telling 
of not only some baseball stories, and then we got to talk- 
ing about St. Louis, and he was telling how he was 
brought up here in a wonderful Italian neighborhood. 


“Today,” Joe said, “I can’t be with you, but will you 
say hello to Father Saul Paulevy for me,” who did such 
a wonderful job in retaining the character and the in- 
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tegrity of that neighborhood where Joe was brought up. 
So, I say to you on behalf of Joe Garagiola: “Hi.” 

But we have some awfully fine congressional candidates 
here that I would like to recognize. We want Jack Dan- 
forth in the United States Senate, but we also—and this 
is very important—want Joe Badarocco in the House of 
Representatives. We sure would like Joe Frappier in the 
House of Representatives. Bob Witherspoon would be very 
helpful. Then I know you have a first-class candidate in 
Bob Snyder. Let’s make sure that Missouri makes that 
kind of an affirmative contribution to a better Congress 
that will be sworn in on January 3. 

Now, if I could take just a few minutes to express my 
deepest appreciation for this tremendous gathering here 
in front of the old courthouse, and to indicate to you that 
I have kept the pledge that I made when we left Kansas 
City. I said I would campaign every State, I would not 
concede a single vote, I would not concede a single State. 
And the net result is, we have campaigned the length and 
the breadth of this country. We were 33 points behind in 
August, and right now, we have the momentum and we 
are going to win on November 2. 

Let me extend an invitation on behalf of Betty and my- 
self to all of you—all of you, even some of those good 
Carter people out there—{laughter|—I extend an in- 
vitation to every one of you to come to Washington on 
January 20 and see Jerry Ford and Bob Dole inaugurated 
President and Vice President. 

Let me tell you why we are going to win. Take just a 
minute to refresh your memory back to August of 1974. 
We had a troubled country. America was in turmoil. Peo- 
ple were mad and angry with one another. They had lost 
their faith in, actually, our government. We were suffer- 
ing inflation of over 12 percent. We were on the brink of 
the worst economic recession in 40 years. We were still in- 
volved in a tragic war in Vietnam. 

I became President on August 9. It wasn’t a happy day, 
but I had faith in the American people, I had faith in our 
form of government, and I decided that we had to keep the 
Ship of State on an even keel, that we had to set a steady 
and firm course. You know, because our people re- 
sponded—all of you in St. Louis and Missouri, all over the 
country—you rejoined me in that faith, that trust, that 
confidence. 

Today, I think the American people, whether they agree 
with me on every issue, believe that the man in the White 
House can be trusted, that confidence has been restored in 
the Oval Office. 

But we have also made great progress. Instead of in- 
flation at 12 percent, the latest figures are 4.4 percent. 
That is headway. Yes, we had a recession. Unemploy- 
ment was too high; employment was dropping. But again, 
the American people recognized that quick fixes and 
phony programs are not the solution, are not the solution 
to make America healthy and prosperous. And because 


we moved steadily and progressively forward, today we 
have 4 million more people working than we had 18 
months ago, and that is progress. 

We have 88 million people working in America, an 
all-time high. But I make a pledge to you. I am not satis- 
fied with the unemployment we still have, but I will 
promise you that President Jerry Ford will not be satis- 
fied until every person who wants a job has a job, period. 

But I am alsw very, very proud to say—and look each 
and every one of you in the eye and say—isn’t this great 
that there is not a single young American fighting or dying 
on foreign soil today? And we are at peace because Amer- 
ica is number one militarily, and we are going to stay 
that way under President Ford. We are not going to cut 
and slash and gut the Defense Department. We want the 
Army, the Navy, the Air Force, and Marines to have the 
kind of military hardware so that they can deter aggres- 
sion, that they can protect our national security, that they 
can give to the President the kind of strength that makes 
it possible for him to negotiate from strength with our 
adversaries, and to stand with our allies, and put together 
this free world so it can stand against aggression and stand 
for freedom and liberty for all people throughout the 
world. 

As I look around this great audience, there are some 
wonderful people here, and I suspect most of you fall in 
what is called the middle-income class. You should be 
proud of that. We are proud that America has a middle- 
income class, because they are the strength, the real life- 
blood of American society. But the middle-income people 
in the last 10 years have been shortchanged under Federal 
taxes. Last January, I made a proposal to the Congress 
that would have remedied that situation. I recommended 
that the Congress increase the personal exemption from 
$750 to $1,000. That is a one-third increase. 

And I was out to a factory the other day talking to 
some people, and one of the men said, “Well, what would 
that do to me if Congress passed it?” I said, “How many 
kids do you have?” He said, “I have three.” So, it turns 
out to be a family of five. I said, “If Congress had been 
smart enough they would have done what President Ford 
recommended, and then next April when you have to fill 
out your income tax return, you would have had #1, 250 
more in personal exemption.” 

Well, the Congress was irresponsible, unresponsive, and 
they didn’t do it. Next January, I am going to put that 
same proposal on their desk, and if they don’t pass it, I 
will put it on their desk the next January, in 1978, and if 
they don’t pass it then, will you help me beat them in the 
next election in 1978? 

The best tax reform that I know is tax reduction, and 
the kind of a tax reduction program I recommended is 
meaningful. It will help 50 percent of the American tax- 
payers when they need it. So, let’s make sure that instead 
of the kind of talk that I hear from my opponent, where 
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one day he says he might give a tax reduction, the next 
day he says he isn’t sure—you can count on President 
Ford to be on your side to reduce taxes in 1977. 

Let me conclude with this observation: This election, 
in 3 days, will determine the direction of this country not 
only for the 4 years but for the next 100 years, which is 
our third century of American history. 

Our forefathers, 200 years ago, drafted the most won- 
derful document for the governing of people in the his- 
tory of mankind, and on July 4 of this year, we celebrated 
our 2C0th birthday. You had celebrations the length and 
the breadth of America. I was privileged to go to Valley 
Forge and to see where the straggling army of George 
Washington fought that battle. I was privileged to be in 
Philadelphia where it all began. I was privileged to be in 
New York City to see those Tall Ships, where countries 
from all over the world came to pay respect to the great- 
est country in the history of mankind. 

Out of that wonderful birthday celebration, America 
had a rebirth of spirit, a restoration of confidence, and a 
feeling that America was on the move. We can keep it on 
the move if you do your job on November 2, 1976. 

I have been honored to be your President for the last 2 
years, through the tough, difficult times we have had. I 
have nothing but the highest aspirations for all of you who 
kept your cool and stayed with us during those tough 
times. 

I would be honored to be your President in the next 4 
years, and I would be so pleased, I would be so proud, if 
you would tell me, “Jerry, you have done a good job, 
keep right on doing it.” 

Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:27 p.m. As printed above, his 
remarks follow the text of the White House press release. 


Houston, Texas 


The President’s Remarks With Reporters at the 
William P. Hobby Airport. October 29, 1976 


THE Present. I think the people of the great Lone Star 
State know of President Ford’s deep commitment to a 
strong national defense program. Everybody here knows 
that I have worked for 2 years with the Congress, trying 
to get the Congress to go along with the kind of a defense 
budget that is needed and necessary now as well as in the 
future. We were fortunate in the last Congress to obtain 
considerable success in that regard. 


I am looking forward to a continuation of a strong na- 
tional defense program. That is the most effective way to 


keep the peace, the most effective way to insure our do- 
mestic security. 


I want everybody in Texas to know what a great contri- 
bution they have made to the security in the United States, 
Your military industry here in Texas, not only in the build- 
ing of aircraft but in electronic communications systems, 
as well as all the other things, are very significant in mak- 
ing our defense program the kind that will produce results 
in deterring the enemy, maintaining the peace, and meet- 
ing any challenge. 

I also wish to compliment the young men and women 
who man the military installations from El Paso to Hous- 
ton. They do a tremendous job on behalf of our national 
security. 

So, it is great to be in Texas with all the fine people that 
have contributed so significantly to my campaign. And | 
might add one footnote: In the last 5 days, there has been 
a very notable, very evident upturn in the polls, a very dis- 
cernible increase in crowds all over the United States, 
whether it is in the Southeast, the Middle West, the North- 
east, or elsewhere. We have the momentum going and we 
expect it to keep going, because we have the right pro- 
grams and we have good leadership and good organiza- 
tion. And with that kind ef momentum, we are going to 
surprise some people on November 2. 

Q. Mr. President, with the court decision today in New 
York regarding Mr. McCarthy, can you afford to lose 
Texas and still win the election on Tuesday? 

Tue PresipENT. We are very optimistic, of course, 
about winning Texas. It is a very key State. On the other 
hand, we don’t write off New York even if, by chance, the 
court does decide in the final analysis that Senator Mc- 
Carthy will be precluded from offering himself as a pros- 
pective candidate in New York State. 

Texas is crucial. I think we have some good news that 
has been coming. It is getting better. And when you look 
at how well we are doing in California, how well we are 
doing in some other States, as I said a moment ago, we are 
going to surprise some people. 

Q. Mr. President, this has been a grueling campaign 
for you. Are you looking forward to the end of this on 
Tuesday night? 

Tue Present. Do I look tired? [Laughter] I tell you, 
I get stronger every day, and for good reason. 

Q. How far behind do you see you are at this point, and 
is there time left to catch up? 

Tue Present. I think we are neck-and-neck. And 
when ' 9u have momentum, and the opposition is trying 
to put their finger in every dike to try and stop the ero- 
sion—obviously, we have the momentum going and they 
are frantic and frustrated and frenzied. And, gee, I just 
feel good about it, just wonderful. 

Thank you all very much. 

Reporter. Thank you, Mr. President. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 3:40 p.m. As printed above, his 
remarks follow the text of the White House press release. 
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Houston, Texas 


The President’s Remarks at the Houston Music. 
Theatre. October 30, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, my dear friend, John Con- 
nally. May I say at the outset that John and Nel Connally 
are the kind of people that Betty and Jerry Ford like, be- 
cause they are great citizens of Texas, wonderful citizens 
of the United States, and we love them, and so do you. 

But it is a pleasure to be here in Houston and in the 
great State of Texas, and to have an opportunity to wish 
my very, very, very best to Bill Archer, to Ron Paul, and 
to Ellen Steelman. With a rally like this in Texas, I think 
we are going to win and win overwhelmingly. 

On behalf of Betty and myself, I am going to issue a very 
special invitation to all of you here to come on down to 
Washington on January 20 and participate in the inau- 
guration of Jerry Ford and Bob Dole. 

Let me reiterate in my own way the working rela- 
tionship that John Connally and I have had for 20 years. 
I sat in the House of Representatives, first as a member of 
the Committee on Appropriations—the Defense Appro- 
priations—and the most articulate, the most effective, the 
most knowledgeable witness before our committee was 
John Connally. You should be proud of him. I was in the 
Cabinet Room the day that the announcement was made 
that John Connally was going to be the Secretary of the 
Treasury. The President couldn’t have picked a finer man 
for that fine job, and we are lucky. 

But you also have some other great Texans who are 
helping in this campaign. Ray Richardson—Ray Hutchin- 
son, excuse me—a dear friend of mine at home is Ray 
Hutchinson—but Ray, I want to thank you very much 
for the superb job you have done in organizing the State of 
Texas. I thank you from the bottom of my heart. 

But then at the head of the President Ford Committee is 
another great Texan, Jim Baker, and I thank Jim for the 
fine job that he has done. 


As we near the countdown on this great election, I 
recall vividly August 9, 1974. When I took the oath of 
office as your President, this country was in deep trouble. 
People were angry with one another. America was di- 
vided. There was a great loss of confidence in ourselves, 
in our government, and in our Nation. We were suffering 
unemployment that was reaching a very high level. Infla- 
tion was over 12 percent. We were on the brink of a reces- 
sion. We were still involved in Vietnam. 

Yes, America was having trouble. As I took the oath of 
office, I said, subsequently, that I had not been elected 
by your ballots, but I asked for your prayers. The Ameri- 
can people responded with their prayers, and we put the 
Ship of State on an even keel, we set a steady course. And 
the net result is, we have restored confidence in the White 


House because your President has been open, candid, 
straightforward, and I will do the same for the next 4 
years. 

We decided that the way to whip inflation was to 
reduce Federal spending, to reduce the rate of growth of 
Federal spending, and we have. Inflation, instead of being 
12 percent—the last figure, 4.4 percent. That is progress. 

We were able to end our involvement in Vietnam. And 
I am proud to say to all of you in Houston and the other 
wonderful Texans, that not a single American is fighting 
or dying on foreign soil today. We are strong and free 
because we have the finest Army, Navy, Air Force, and 
Marines in the whole world, and we are going to keep it 
that way. 

Mentioning our national security, there is a distinct 
difference, as John Connally said, between my position 
and that of my opponent. I believe that our defense must 
be fully funded so we can buy the most sophisticated, the 
most modern weapons—number one, to keep the peace 
through strength and, number two, to meet any chal- 
lenge by any adversary from any place in the world. And 
under my administration today—and in the future— 
America will be number one. 

In contrast, my opponent says today he would cut $5 
to $7 billion out of the defense bill. A year ago, he said 
he would reduce it by $15 billion. In either case, any such 
reduction in national defense funding would be gambling 
with the security of the United States today and in the 
future, and we won’t let that happen. 

We are going to keep our Nation strong to meet any 
challenge, to get the respect from our allies. But we must 
also keep America strong here at home. Yes, we have gone 
through the worst recession in 40 years. But because of the 
character of the American people, because of our dedi- 
cation to the free enterprise system, we are on the verge 
of the kind of prosperity that we will have under this 
administration during the next 4 years. 

But this brings up the distinct differences between 
President Ford on the one hand and my opponent on the 
other hand. I believe the best way to stimulate our econ- 
omy, to provide jobs for everyone that wants a job, is to 
give tax reductions to the individual, particularly the 
middle-income taxpayer, and to give a tax reduction to 
industries so that they can have an incentive to expand 
their plants, to build new plants, so that jobs for more 
Americans will be in the private economy, not deadend 
jobs that Jimmy Carter wants to give out of the Federal 
Treasury. 

Over 50 percent of the taxpayers in this country today 
fall in what we are proud to say is middle America. I pro- 
posed last January a tax reduction that would give to the 
middle-income taxpayer the kind of tax relief that he 
deserves. The best tax reform that I know is tax reduction. 
I submitted to the Congress a proposal that made a lot 
of sense and would have given the kind of relief that you 
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would appreciate. I recommended that we increase the 
personal exemption from $750 to $1,000. 

Congress, unfortunately—and I think irresponsibly— 
rejected that proposal. I was talking to a worker in a plant 
just a week or so ago, and he said, “Well, what will you 
do about my taxes?” I said I had proposed a tax reduction 
that would be meaningful to him. I asked how many chil- 
dren did he have. He said he has three. It turned out he 
had a wife, three children, and himself. I said, “If Con- 
gress had done the right thing by you and millions like 
you, when you have the opportunity to fill out your tax 
return next April, you would have had $1,250 more in 
personal exemptions.” He said, “Gosh, how could the 
Congress be so irresponsible?” 

So I made a pledge to him, and I will make the same 
pledge to each of you. When Congress gets back next 
January, they will have on their desks a proposal to in- 
crease that personal exemption. I hope they are respon- 
sible in 1977 to give that kind of tax relief, but if they 
aren’t, we will repeat it in 1978 when they reconvene. But 
then, if they don’t pass it by the next election, we will go 
out and beat them, because the American people will need 
that kind of tax relief. 

So, as we look as to what the issues are between now 
and November 2, each one of you—and millions like you 
all over the country—have a very crucial decision to 
make. If you believe in strength at home, strength abroad, 
if you believe in the kind of an America that has taken 
us from 3 million people 200 years ago to a nation of 50 
States and 215 million Americans, if you believe in the 
principles that have made America so great that we are 
envied by allies and adversaries around the world, you will 
vote for Jerry Ford and Bob Dole. 

America has made an incredible comeback in the last 
26 months. We have made it because of the character of 
people like yourselves. We have made it because we believe 
in the free enterprise system. We have made it because of 
the Constitution that was given to us by our forefathers, 
the greatest document in the history of mankind. 

Yes, as I said on that day, August 9, 1974, I had not 
been confirmed by your ballots, but I have since been sup- 
ported by your prayers. Now I can ask you on Tuesday, 
November 2, to not only support me by your prayers but 
to support me by your ballots. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 10:47 a.m. As printed above, his 
remarks follow the text of the White House press release. 


Langhorne, Pennsylvania 


The President’s Remarks at the Oxford Valley Mall, 
October 30, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, my very good friend and 
former colleague, Ed Biester. Ed, everybody here knows 
that you have done a superb job as a Member of the House 
representing this area in the Commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania. And I will miss you in the next 4 years, and | 
thank you for your support and your friendship over the 
years. Ed, we will miss you very, very much. 

But let me add very quickly, I have had the privilege 
and the honor to get to know Jack Renninger, who is run- 
ning to succeed Pete. And it is my observation, having seen 
a good many Members of Congress and candidates for 
Congress, that this district should send Jack down to 
Washington to represent you and help me in the next 4 
years. 

But I also want to thank Harry and Ruth for the fine 
job they have done in this area. 

But I would also speak out very strongly for another 
friend who you need and who I need and the country 
needs in the United States Senate, and I speak now— 
strongly, affirmatively—for John Heinz, your next United 
States Senator. 

I brought along here, I am sure, somebody all of you 
know. He is a very good friend of mine. He has been cam- 
paigning with me for the last 10 days and, believe me, he 
has been extremely helpful and beneficial. Let me intro- 
duce to you a great guy, my friend, I am sure your friend, 
Joe Garagiola. Thank you very, very much, Joe. 

Now, for a few minutes in this wonderful Oxford Valley 
Mall, in Bucks County, in the Commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania—when I left Kansas City, I made a commitment 
that I wouldn’t concede a single vote and that I wouldn’t 
concede a single State, and the net result is our campaign 
has gathered momentum every day. 

And so today, I can stand in front of you, this tremen- 
dous crowd, and say with conviction that I am inviting 
you, on behalf of Betty and myself, to come on down to 
the inauguration for Jerry Ford and Bob Dole on Janv- 
ary 20, 1977. We will have a real swinger, all for America. 

In August of 1974, this country was.in deep, deep 
trouble. That day that I became President—obviously, 
I will never forget—but that day we were on the brink 
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of the worst recession. Inflation was over 12 percent. 
Americans had lost faith in their country, had lost faith 
in the White House. We were still deeply involved in 
Vietnam. There was anger, there was a division among 
the American people. 

And as I took that oath of office, standing in the East 
Room with Betty at my side, I said I had not been elected 
by your ballots; I asked to be confirmed by your prayers. 
Because of your prayers and because we put the good 
old Ship of State, the United States of America, on an 
even keel, because we had a firm, strong, commonsense 
hand on the tiller, we began to make the kind of progress 
that today, we can say in real conviction, America is mak- 
ing progress, America is on its way, America is safe, 
America is secure. We made an incredible comeback, and 
we aren’t stopping here, 

We have cut the rate of inflation by better than 50 
percent, which means, particularly to our older people 
who live on fixed incomes, that they are going to have 
more and a better opportunity to live their lives in retire- 
ment. It means that people are going to invest; that it 
will be easier to buy a home, particularly for the young 
person. Yes, we have cut the rate of inflation by better 
than 50 percent. But let me make a commitment to each 
and every one of you. I won’t be satisfied until we win the 
battle against inflation 100 percent, period. 

Yes, we have gone through a serious recession, the 
worst in 40 years. But in the last 18 months we have 
added 4 million jobs, primarily in the >rivate sector. We 
have 88 million people working today—in all-time his- 
tory, the tops. I am not satisfied. I won’t be satisfied until 
every person who wants to work has a job, and I pledge 
to you that will be our goal and we will make it in the next 
4 years. 

I think the record is clear that we have restored the 
trust of the American people in the White House itself. 
I have been open, I have been candid, I have been frank, 
I have been forthright. And I again make a solemn pledge 
to each and every one of you that in the next 4 years, you 
can trust the President who has been open, frank, honest 
with you in the last 2 years. We will do it in the next 4 
years, as well. “ 

Doesn’t it make you feel good that I can say—and 
you know it is true—that not a single young American is 
fighting and dying on any foreign soil tonight, and no 
young American is facing the prospect of the draft or 
selective service? We have an Army, Navy, Air Force, 
and Marines that are number one, and we are going to 
keep them number one under Jerry Ford. 


I know from my experience in the White House that 
to keep the peace we have we must remain strong. That 
will encourage our allies; it will warn our adversaries. 
And that peace that came so hard is a peace we can keep 
because we are united in America. 


The Congress is now supporting the kind of defense 
budget that will buy us the best weapons, give us the best 
military personnel. Because of our military strength and 
our diplomatic skill, America has the peace, and we are 
going to keep it so that we can live a better quality of life 
here at home, a quality of life with peace and freedom. 

But what does that mean? It means that we have to 
stimulate the economy, and the best way to do that is by 
a tax reduction. The best tax reform I know is tax 
reduction. 

Last January, when the Congress reconvened, I sub- 
mitted to them a tax reduction program that would have 
done two things: One, it would have increased your per- 
sonal exemption from $750 to $1,000. 

The other day, I was in a factory talking to a group of 
working people, and one of the men said, “Well, how are 
you going to reduce my taxes?” I looked him right in the 
eye and I said, “How many children do you have?” He 
said, “Three.” So he had himself, his wife, and three 
children. I said, “If the Congress had acted responsibly, 
next April when you were going to make out your income 
tax return, you would have had $1,250 more in personal 
exemption,” which, in a family like that gentleman had, 
would have permitted him to do the things to upgrade his 
living, improve his quality of life, 

The Congress didn’t do it. But let me put them on 
warning. I am going to have a tax reduction proposal on 
their desk when they reconvene in January, and if they 
don’t pass it next year, it will be on their desk the next 
year. And if they don’t pass it in 1978, you and I will go 
out and lick ’em in 1978 in the next election. 

But we also have an obligation to stimulate the econ- 
omy so that business can expand, so that business can 
build new factories, buy more equipment. So between giv- 
ing a tax reduction to the middle-income people who 
have been shortchanged by the Democratic Congresses 
for the last 10 years and a tax reduction to stimulate 
business, we are bound to have a healthy economy under 
the Ford administration for the next 4 years. I pledge 
that to you right here in Orchard Valley, Bucks County— 
Oxford. Let me apologize to Oxford Valley. [Laughter] 
We were in the right county, anyhow, [Laughter] 

But one final observation: We have an obligation to our 
older people. We have an obligation to do better in the 
reduction of the rate of crime. We have an obligation to 
make sure that our water is clear and our air is free. We 
have an obligation to make certain that the quality of life, 
so that an individual, a family can buy that home in a de- 
cent neighborhood, so that health care is available at af- 
fordable prices, so that recreational opportunities are 
available for all of you. 


Yes, now that we are over the hump of the recession and 
on the way to the right kind of prosperity with peace 
throughout the world, we can look forward to a new era, 
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the first 4 years in America’s third century, a century that 
can be the brightest and the best in the history of this great 
country. 

I have been proud to be your President during the 
troubled times of the last 2 years. I would be honored to 
be your President for the next 4 years. 

And so I say to you tonight that 2 years ago you con- 
firmed me with your prayers. Tonight, I ask you to not 
only confirm me with your prayers, but also to elect me 
with your ballots on November 2. And I pledge to you 
that Jerry Ford won’t let you down in the next 4 years. 

Thank you and good night. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 6:38 p.m. As printed above, his 
remarks follow the text of the White House press release. 


Syracuse, New York 


The President’s Remarks at the Onondaga County 
War Memorial Auditorium. October 30, 1976 


Thank you, Bill Walsh and Senator Jack Javits. I can’t 
express adequately my appreciation to Jack. Whether I am 
in California or St. Louis, Missouri or Syracuse, New 
York or New York City, Jack Javits is out there fighting 
for the principles we believe in. I thank you from the bot- 
tom of my heart, Jack. 

It is great to see Bob McEwan. You know, long before 
some of you were born, I used to go up skiing in Lake 
Placid, and I look forward to going to the Winter Olym- 
pics in Lake Placid as your President in 1980. I know Bob 
McEwan will be your Congressman at that time, too. 
But Bill Walsh, former great mayor of this city of Syra- 
cuse, when I was in the House as the minority leader, Bill 
did a super job. For your benefit, for the country’s benefit, 
let me say you darn well better send Bill Walsh back to 
Congress. 


Then I owe a special debt of gratitude to Dick Rosen- 
baum. He did a tremendous job and significantly helped 
me have the opportunity of representing our party in this 
great campaign. I thank you very much, Dick. 

I know Joe Garagiola was introduced, but Joe has been 
campaigning with me for the last 10 days. I will tell you, 
his enthusiasm, his integrity, his support, his friendship, I 
will never forget. Joe, in front of these great people from 
Syracuse and upper New York, I want to thank you from 
the bottom of my heart. 


You know we are in the last quarter or we are in the 
ninth inning. That is when you win. That is when Dolph 
Schayes used to win for you here in Syracuse, that is when 
Joe Garagiola pulled it through, and that is when Jerry 
Ford is going to win this election on November 2. 
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I said in Kansas City that I wouldn’t concede a single 
State, I wouldn’t concede a single vote, and we haven't. 
Let me invite all of you wonderful people here in the War 
Memorial Stadium—lI want to invite you to a great party 
on January 20, 1977. Betty and Jerry Ford invite you to 
the inaughration on January 20, 1977. 

You know, as we come to the final countdown—that is 
where we really are, and I think you know but I want to 
reemphasize it—I stand on your side for limited govern- 
ment, for fiscal responsibility, for rising prosperity, for 
lower taxes, for military strength, and for peace in the 
world. 

I am the first President to seek election since Dwight D. 
Eisenhower who can go to the American people and say 
America is at peace. I remind you that not a single young 
American is fighting or dying on foreign soil tonight and 
they won’t under the Ford administration. 

But as we talk about things that are good, things that 
we have done, I can’t help but let my mind drift back to 
26 months ago when I became your President and stood in 
the East Room of the White House—never having sought 
election as President—becoming President under the most 
unusual circumstances, but I found that this country was 
in tough shape at that time. 

Unemployment was beginning to rise. We were on the 
brink of a serious recession. Inflation was over 12 percent. 
The American people had lost faith and confidence and 
trust in the White House itself. We were still engaged in 
Vietnam. It was a tough and troubled country. 

But as I stood there and took the oath of office and then 
had a few words to say, I said, “Although you have not 
selected me by your ballots, I hope you will confirm me 
with your prayers.” 

Over the long sweep of 26 months, those prayers have 
helped. We put the ship of state on a steady keel. We had 
a firm and common-sense hand at the tiller, and the net 
result is we made substantial progress. We have cut the 
rate of inflation by more than half. We have gained 4 
million jobs in the last 18 months. We have 88 million peo- 
ple gainfully employed in this country, an all-time high. I 
think we have restored honor and trust und confidence in 
the White House by being frank, forthright, and talking 
straight from the shoulder. I don’t believe in promising 
more than I can produce, and I believe in producing 
everything that I promise. 


be satisfied until every American who wants a job will have 
a job. Wé can do it in the next 4 years. I won’t be satis- 
fied until every young American, with his wonderful wife, 
can afford to buy a house in a decent neighborhood be- 
cause that is the bulwark of our society—a home where 
you raise fine children, where you live in security and 
safety. And we are going to make it possible by lowering 
downpayments, by adjusting mortgage payments, and by 


But iin a long way to go. I am not satisfied. I won’t 
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lowering the problems of inflation. We are going to give 
this new spirit to the younger generation on the one hand 
and the building industry on the other. That is a goal of 
our next 4 years. 

As I look around this wonderful hall tonight, I see some 
of what are called our senior citizens. We owe them a 
special obligation. They have built the America that we 
live in today. Your parents and my parents and all of our 
grandparents, what a great country they have given us. 
So, as they live in their retirement, they should have our 
full and total support. They shouldn’t have to worry about 
the problems of inflation, even though they live mainly 
on fixed incomes. That is the principal reason we have 
an obligation to put a restraint on the increase in Federal 
expenditures, because the best way to beat inflation is to 
cut Federal expenditures. 

But we also owe them the opportunity of the best medi- 
cal care that is obtainable in America, and we have the 
best. Everybody in this room knows a family, maybe your 
own, where somebody has had an extended illness with 
terrible medical and hospital costs. It is a catastrophe for 
the individual and for the family. We owe an obligation 
that no person among our senior citizens should go broke 
just to get well. 

Among the other things that involve quality of life in 
America is the finest education. We have the teachers and 
the administrators and the facilities and, believe me, under 
this administration, we will make a maximum effort to 
make sure that quality education, with control at the local 
level, exists under the Ford administration. 

Nobody in this country can feel safe unless we do some- 
thing effectively about crime in America. We have made 
significant progress in the last 2 years in reducing the rate 
of crime, but I am not satisfied, nor are you. There are two 
programs that must be implemented: The hardened ca- 
reer criminal who is a repetitive individual in robbing or 
stealing must go to jail, and that person must stay in jail. 

Then, let me talk for just a minute about taxes. In 
January of last year, I submitted to the Congress a sound 
tax reduction program. The best tax reform that I know 
is tax reduction for the middle-income taxpayers. The 
middle-income taxpayers have been shortchanged, and so 
I recommended to the Congress last January that we in- 
crease the personal exemption from $750 to $1,000. 

The other day I was out talking to some workers in a 
plant and one of the men said, “What have you done to 
give me some tax relief?” I said, “How many children do 
you have?” He said, “I have three.” It ended up he had a 
wife, three children, and himself. I said, “If the Congress 
had been responsible, if the Congress had done the right 
thing and followed the recommendations that I made to 
give a fair break to the middle-income taxpayers, they 
would have accepted, approved, my increase of $750 to 
$1,000 for the middle-income taxpayers with a personal 
tax exemption. 
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Now, what did that mean to that family of five? It 
meant $1,250 more in personal exemption. That is a lot 
of dough to a family that is trying to make it with a new 
house, send kids to school, and improve their own status 
in society. 

That gentleman said to me, “Well, supposing Congress 
doesn’t pass it next time?” I said, ““When they get back in 
January, they are going to have it on their desks. If they 
don’t pass it in 1977, then we will submit it in 1978, and 
if they don’t pass it in 1978 to give you the kind of tax re- 
lief that you deserve, we will go out and beat them in the 
1978 election.” 

So, when you come right down to it, we have peace, we 
are on the move to prosperity, and we restored trust. So, in 
every field, America is on the move. The Nation is sound. 
The Nation is secure. This Nation is on the way to a better 
quality of life. 

I say to you, my record is one of progress, not platitudes; 
performance, not promises. We have our problems, but 
I think we are making the kind of headway that gives us 
pride in America. 

So, I say to you, on November 2—it has been tough the 
last 2 years, but I have been proud to be your President 
in a period when adversity almost overcame us, when 
difficulties were awesome, but because you supported me, 
because our form of government worked, because America 
is great, it was a privilege to be your President. Now, as 
skies get brighter, I ask you to give me an opportunity. I 
would be highly honored to serve as your President for the 
next 4 years. 

We had a magnificent Bicentennial. There was a reju- 
venation of the American spirit. There was a rebirth of our 
faith. So, I would look forward to representing you, to 
doing the best I could, and I pledge that to you. Therefore, 
on this occasion I ask you not only to confirm me with your 
prayers but to support me with your ballots. I won’t let you 
down. 

Thank you very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 9:25 p.m. As printed above, his 
remarks follow the text of the White House press release. 


Buffalo, New York 


The President’s Remarks to Guests at a Republican 
Party Reception. October 31, 1976 


It is wonderful being in Erie County, Buffalo, the great 
State of New York. ! am extremely proud, Mr. Chairman, 
to have with me on the platform this morning, two very 
good friends of mine—one, a person who is not running 
for reelection in 1976, but he has been a loyal, dedicated, 
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hard-working Republican for the ticket, and I am de- 
lighted that he should be here with me this morning, and 
that is my good friend Senator Jack Javits. 

But, on my right and your left is an equally good friend 
of mine. He served with me in the House of Representa- 
tives for 6 years or thereabouts, and I learned that he is 
a team player, he is a hard, tough kind of a guy that goes 
after a problem and gets it solved, and I am honored and 
privileged that Jack Kemp is here, and you need him. 

Unfortunately, your Senator, Jim Buckley, is not here 
for good reasons. I just hope that all of you work very, very 
hard to make sure that Jim Buckley comes back to the 
United States Senate. 


I don’t know how many times I have been to Buffalo 
in Erie County, but it is really countless. ‘The welcome 
this morning was really fantastic. As I said in the other 
room, and I will repeat it here, we have the momentum 
going. They are putting their fingers in every hole in the 
dike trying to stop the problems that they themselves cre- 
ated. And the net result is with our momentum I think 
I can, with good reason, on behalf of Betty and myself, 
invite all of you to come to Washington on January 20. 
This will be a great inauguration, and Senator Javits and 
Senator Buckley and Congressman Kemp at the White 
House—we will try to find you someplace to sleep, don’t 
worry about it. [Laughter] 


Now, I know from practical experience that those of 
us who represent you in Washington don’t really always 
do the jobs that are important to you or to your respec- 
tive neighbors, and so I am delighted, I am pleased, that 
your county executive, Ed Reagan, is here with us on the 
platform today. 


The countdown is just about 50-some hours away, and 
what you decide and what you are able to get your neigh- 
bors and friends to decide could very well make the dif- 
ference of the direction of this great country for the next 
4 lyears], but possibly for the next century. 

We just celebrated a magnificient 200th birthday on 
July 4. We started in Valley Forge, where George 
Washington and that straggling army went through the 
most difficult winter you could imagine. We then went 
to Philadelphia, and saw where it all began. Senator Javits 
was with me when we saw those Tall Ships from all over 
the country (world) coming to the United States to pay 
their respects to the greatest country in the history of 
mankind. 

That is our history. We can read it. But our job is to 
make it in the next 4 and the next 100 years. We have an 
obligation to do as well for those future generations as our 
predecessors did for us. But what does that mean? It 
means that we have to preserve our form of government, 
our free enterprise system. We have to preserve the liberty 
and freedom that is so priceless. We can’t do it by build- 
ing the government bigger and bigger. We can do it by 


stimulating the efforts of individuals and the efforts of 
business. 

So I say to you, as we face our economic problems— 
and we have had them, believe me—when I took that 
oath of office August 1974, America was in real trouble. 
We had unemployment. We had inflation of over 12 
percent. We were still involved in Vietnam and many, 
many, many thousands of Americans had lost faith and 
trust in the White House. 

Some of you may recall that I, after taking the oath of 
office, said, “I have not been confirmed by your ballots, 
but I ask that you confirm me by your prayers.” You did, 


and things have been turning for the better in America. 


We have gone through a tough economic problem, but 
inflation is cut less than half. We have 4 million more jobs 
today than we had 18 months ago. We, I think, have 
restored trust and faith in the White House. And I am 
proud to say that there is not a single young American 
fighting or dying on any foreign soil today. 

But everything vre have done is only the foundation 
from where we can go. We can go by a tax reduction 
that gives to each and every one of you, and all of your 
fellow American taxpayers, a kind of meaningful tax 
cut by increasing the personal exemption from $750 to 
$1,000. Mr. Carter says that is going to help the rich. 
Well, he has been wrong so many times that is just 
another error on his part. Wouldn’t that kind of a tax 
reduction help every one of you? 

That is your tax reduction that you will get under a 
Ford administration, and Mr. Carter was one way yester- 
day and another way the day before. I cannot forecast— 
[laughter|—I honestly can’t tell what his position will 
be in the next 2 days. 

But I want you to know that on this crucial countdown 
day, I stand for tax reduction, I stand for fiscal respon- 
sibility, I stand for a smaller government, I stand for a 
strong nation to keep the peace. You know where I stand. 
I am not all things to all people. I am the same thing 
to all people. 

But we are not satisfied with the progress we have made. 
I have been a strong supporter of Senator Javits and Con- 
gressman John Kemp of our mass transit program, which 
was signed into law after I worked on it with the Mem- 
bers of Congress in 1974. And I am real pleased of the 
announcement that you are going to have a meaningful 
program right here in Erie County and in Buffalo. That 
not only will mean something in the movement of people, 
but it will mean something in the way of jobs. Can you 
get jobs? Yes, with this kind of a program. 

But you also get jobs with incentives given to business 
to modernize and build new plants and, therefore, on 
January—whatever the day is that Congress convenes— 
we are going to have a tax reduction package that will 
help the middle-income taxpayer and help business to ex- 
pand and modernize so we will have jobs. 
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Now, as I leave this great organization which you have 
here in Erie County and the surrounding areas, I want to 
leave one thought. I have been very, very proud to be 
your President during 2 tough years. I would be very 
honored to be your President during 4 years where we 
can make things better because America is on the move. 

In August of 1974, you couldn’t confirm me by your 
ballots, but you did by your prayers. And I ask you be- 
tween now and November 2 to not only confirm me by 
your prayers, but to elect me by your ballots. 

Thank you very much. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:32 a.m. at the Statler Hilton 


Hotel. As printed above, his remarks follow the text of the White 
House press release. 


Rochester, New York 


The President’s Remarks at the Rochester-Monroe 
County Airport. October 31, 1976 


Can I ask you, make it so quiet temporarily that you 
can hear a pin drop? 

It is great to be in Rochester-Monroe County and the 
great State of New York. Thank you. It is my privilege 
and honor to be here with some of your wonderful local 
people, some that represent the whole State, and let me 
express my deep appreciation and gratitude to your senior 
Senator, Jack Javits. 

And then we have one of your hometown boys—he 
has grown quite a bit—the former judge and our State 
chairman, Dick Rosenbaum. 

Now, let me say something about some people that I 
want to be with me in Washington for the next 4 years, 
First, I want you to reelect for your benefit, for the coun- 
try’s benefit, for our benefit, Frank Horton. And then 
another one of your outstanding, super guys that has 
helped me so much, who can help you, help the State, help 
the country, Barber Conable. And then I want you to 
send down to Washington—or to keep him there, that is 
what I really mean—your good friend, your Senator, 
Jim Buckley. 

Now, for just a minute I would like to first express my 
deep appreciation and gratitude for the tremendous turn- 
out in Michigan weather. [Laughter] 

Now, having said that, when I became your President 
26 months ago, things were tough. You will recall that 
inflation was over 12 percent, We were on the brink of 
a recession. People had lost faith and confidence in the 
White House. We were still involved in Vietnam. And as 


I stood in the East Room of the White House and took 
the oath of office, it wasn’t an easy time—America was 
in turmoil. And at that time, I said to all of my fellow 
Americans, “You have not confirmed me by your ballots. 
I ask that you confirm me by your prayers.” And you did. 
And the net result is America got our Ship of State on a 
steady course, we put a firm hand on the tiller. And 
America has made an incredible comeback, and you did 
it, and I thank you. 

We have cut inflation by more than 50 percent, and we 
are going to do better, We have added 4 million jobs in 
the last 18 months, and we are going to do better. We 
have restored trust and honesty in the White House, and 
I pledge that is the way it will be for the next 4 years. 

But today, we can all be proud and thankful that not 
a single young American is fighting or dying on any for- 
eign battlefield. And because we are strong militarily and 
diplomatically skillful, we will keep it that way in the 
next 4 years. 

But now that we are over the hump, now that we have 
laid the foundation for the kind of progress that America 
is capable of, let me just make a passing comment. How 
many of you were proud of America on its 200th birth- 
day on July 4? I was, too. I was in New York Harbor and 
saw those Tall Ships from all over the world paying re- 
spect and tribute to the greatest country in the history of 
mankind, the United States of America. 

But now we have progress to make quality of life. I 
won’t be satisfied until every American who wants to 
work has a job, and that is a pledge to you, I won’t be 
satisfied until every person who wants to save and buy 
a home in a decent neighborhood has that home. And 
we will do it in the next 4 years. 


I want it so that young and old, all of our 215 million 
Americans, can walk those streets in Rochester, New 
York, Detroit, Grand Rapids, in safety and security. We 
are going to lick the problem of crime in America. And 
we want a quality education for all Americans. We are 
going to have the best health care. People will be able 
to afford it. 


But let me conclude with this pledge: For the last 2 
years, when things were going toughest, I was proud not 
only of the character of the American people, the char- 
acter of our form of government, but I was proud to be 
your President. And now as we move into the third cen- 
tury of America’s history, I ask you on November 2, to 
not only confirm me with your prayers, but to confirm 
me with your ballots, And I won’t let you down. 


Thank ycu very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:50 a.m. As printed above, his 
remarks follow the text of the White House press release. 
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Hauppauge, New York 


The President’s Remarks at Colonie. Hill. 
October 31, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Dick Rosenbaum: 

May I ask a favor of you for just a minute, because this 
is a very crucial election, not only at the local but at the 
State and at the national level. I would like to reintroduce 
maybe a person or two. I would like to introduce some 
people who have really been very helpful, and then 
I would like to talk to you straight from the shoulder 
about the differences between electing my opponent on 
the one hand and the Ford-Dole ticket on the other. 

First, I want to thank Dick Rosenbaum. I want to thank 
Buzz Schwenk, who has done a super job. I wish to ex- 
press my appreciation to Perry Duryea. And on a very per- 
sonal note, back in 1970, I had a tough congressional race, 
after having 11 relatively easy ones, and I asked a dear 
friend of mine, a man who would have an impact in my 
congressional race, to come out and give a Lincoln Day 
speech in my behalf and I have never forgotten his loyalty, 
his help, and I want to recognize it here among all of you 
in Suffolk County because he is a great statesman, and I 
say Senator Jack Javits. 

But there are some other people that have been intro- 
duced, but I would like to give them some special and very 
personal recognition from me—to have one of the great 
musicians of all time, Lionel Hampton, and a person who 
represents the best in professional athletics, Joe Frazier. 

And then there are two candidates, among others, but 
two that can make a great contribution to not only the best 
interests of Suffolk County but the best interests of the 
State of New York, and even more importantly, the best 
interests of the country. I hope that you will send Jim 
Buckley back to the United States Senate. 


And we need a good man—Joe, get up here. Send Peter 
down to help us. But there is another person who has made 
a tremendous sacrifice. He has helped me. But he is doing 
it because he feels so strongly about what ought to be done 
in the next 4 years to make this country a better place for 
all of us to live. I can’t express my appreciation and grati- 
tude deeply cnough, but one of my good friends and one 
of yours, Joe Garagiola. 

In the last 10 days, I have been in many, many areas 
in this great State. Let me just run down the list: Flatbush, 
Brooklyn, Manhattan, Syracuse, Buffalo, Rochester, Suf- 
folk, Nassau tonight, and Westchester County. We are on 
the momentum to win this great State, and we are going 
to. 

Now I am going to issue you an invitation. I talked to 
Betty today and Betty said, “Tell all those wonderful 
people from Suffolk County to come to the White House, 


come to the inauguration on January 20, when Jerry 
Ford and Bob Dole are sworn in.” 

As I stand here tonight, inevitably my mind goes back 
to August of 1972 (1974)—and reflect for just a minute. 
Those were tough times. We had inflation of over 12 per- 
cent; we were on the brink of the worst recession in 40 
years; we were still involved in Vietnam; and the Ameri- 
can people had lost faith and trust in the White House. 
And I can recall that sad day, because I had never sought 
to be your President, but I took the oath of office to be 
the President until January 20, 1977. And with some 
emotion in the short remarks that I made after taking 
the oath, I said to 215 million Americans, “You haven't 
confirmed me by your ballots. I ask that you confirm me 
by your prayers.” 

And in the next 2 years, which were tough, I had the 
distinct feeling that 215 million Americans—Independ- 
ents, Democrats, and Republicans—were standing with 
us as we tried to meet the terrible problems that faced 
this country. 

But because we put the Ship of State on an even keel, 
and we had a firm, consistent, commonsense hand on the 
tiller, we started to make that progress that has culminated 
in today the rate of inflation being less than 6 percent. We 
have cut it by more than 50 percent. And I pledge to you 
we will do better in the next 4 years. 

In the last 18 months, we have added 4 million jobs 
in America. We have 88 million people gainfully em- 
ployed, the highest number in the history of the United 
States. But I won’t be satisfied in the next 4 years until 
we find a job for everybody who wants to work, and we 
are going to do it. 

I think in the last 2 years the White House has been 
open. I have been candid, frank, forthright. And the net 
result is that even people who disagree with me have faith 
and trust that the White House is their White House, it 
is an honest, frank, open White House, and it will be that 
way for the next 4 years. 

One of the things that pleases me the most is that I 
can stand before you tonight and say I am the first Presi- 
dent seeking election since Dwight D. Eisenhower who 
can say America is at peace. 

I thought I asked you to be as quiet so you would hear 
a pin drop. But I like it. [Laughter] 

But let me add on the point I just made: Not a single 
young American is fighting and dying on any foreign soil 
tonight, and they won’t during the next 4 years. And they 
won’t because we have the finest Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Marines. They are number one, and we are going to keep 
them number one. 

I am proud of the fact that we have given additional 
support to our national defense program to make sure 
that in the future, when a President sits down to negotiate 
with his allies, his allies will understand that the United 
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States is strong in weapons systems and strong in will. I am 
glad that the defense program we have today is a strong 
one so that when I sit down to negotiate with any adver- 
sary, they know we have the strength and the will to stand 
up for freedom and liberty in the United States. 

But in order to do that, yes, we have to spend a good 
bit of money. But we have to spend that money for the 
finest weapons systems, not to fight a war, but to preserve 
the peace, and I am proud of the contribution that you 
in Suffolk County make with the Grumman plant and 
the F-14. 

But let’s talk now about how we can keep America 
strong at home. There are some in this political campaign 
who say the way to increase employment is to put people 
on the Federal payroll, dead-end jobs, vast expenditures 
out of the Federal budget. I don’t think that will work 
in the United States. It certainly hasn’t worked in Great 
Britain. 

The better way, and the Ford way, is to give tax reduc- 
tions to the middle-income people and to give tax reduc- 
tions to industry so they can expand, build new plants in 
Suffolk County, expand the ones that are here, and make 
this a healthy economy through the free enterprise system. 

My opponent, when he talks about taxes, he sort of 
escalates one day, then he goes down the next, and really, 
even the finest newspaper people in this country—and 
they are all over there—can’t figure out where he stands 
on taxes. But they know where I stand. I have told them 
and the American people that I stand for a tax reduction. 
That is the best tax reform I know. 

Last January I sent a tax reduction package up to 
Capitol Hill and I said, you ought to cut taxes $28 billion 
and hold the line on Federal spending by $28 billion. Well, 
Congress gave us half a loaf, but they didn’t hit the tax 
reduction where it should have been applied. 

Fifty percent of the American people—50 percent— 
are middle-income taxpayers. They have been short- 
changed over the last 10 years, and President Ford’s tax 
reduction proposal to increase the personal exemption 
from $750 to $1,000 helps those people who obey the 
laws, raise their families, and make a better life for 
America. 

The other day I was out in a plant talking to a number 
of people working on a production line, and they stopped 
and I chatted. One of them said, “Well, what are you 
going to do about my taxes?” I said, “How many chil- 
dren do you have?” He said, “I have three.”’ It turns out 
he had a wife, three kids, and himself. I said, “If Con- 
gress had acted responsibly and done what I suggested 
they do, next April when they go to make out that income 
tax return,” I said, “mister, you could have taken $1,250 
more in personal exemption.” He said, “Why didn’t Con- 
gress do it?” Well, you will have to ask the majority party. 
They didn’t want to give it to you. 


But the point is they didn’t do it. I am going to have 
a tax reduction package right on their doorstep and on 
their desk when Congress comes back in January. The 
American people want tax relief, and President Ford 
has recommended it, he is going to fight for it, and we are 
going to get it for you. 

But now that we have gotten over the hump where 
we have had an opportunity to pull together like we did— 
and wasn’t that a magnificent day when we celebrated 
our 200th birthday? I will never forget—never will I for- 
get taking a flight over Manhattan and seeing those 
beautiful Tall Ships from many, many, many nations 
throughout the world who came to the United States to 
pay their respect to the great and wonderful country in 
which we live. 

But we still have some things to do despite our incredible 
comeback, and let me just tick off a few. I am not going 
to be satisfied until every American who wants a job has 
a job. I am not going to be satisfied until everybody who 
works and saves and wants to buy a decent home in a 
fine neighborhood—I am not going to be satisfied until we 
give a quality education to every American. I am not 
going to be satisfied until we give health care at a cost 
that people can afford. I am not going to be satisfied 
until we lock up the criminals and make it safe to be on 
your streets. 


You have wonderful enthusiasm, but as old Joe 
Garagiola said—and he ain’t as old as I am—[laughter}— 
all right, you know, this is towards the last quarter—I 
will put it in football terms—we were way, way behind in 
the first quarter and, boy, they were overconfident. But 
we got together. The Republican Party has never been 
better unified. We are out there with the right programs, 
the right enthusiasm, and the net result is we have the 
momentum. 

So, I happen to believe that this State will be on the 
side of the right direction for the next 4 years and the 
first 4 years of our third century. I know you can do it 
right here in Suffolk County. I know that Dick Rosen- 
baum and all of the wonderful workers in New York 
State can have the Empire State lead the pack for the 
right kind of a program, for the right kind of an America 
we believe in. 


But let me ask one final, final favor. I have been very 
proud to be your President during a period of 2 years 
of adversity and difficulty. You didn’t lose faith in your 
country, in your government, or yourselves, or your neigh- 
bors. You were proud, as I was, to be an American. I 
would be honored to serve as your President for the next 
4 years. And so I ask you, on behalf of Betty and myself, 
will you not only confirm me on August—October— 
November 2—([laughter|—will you confirm me on 
November 2 by not only your prayers but by your ballots? 
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And I won’t let you down. 

Thank you very, very much. 
NoTE: The President spoke at 2:08 p.m. in the Grand Ballroom. 
In his opening remarks, the President referred to Richard Rosen- 
baum, New York State Republican chairman, and Harry Schwenck, 
Suffolk County Republican chairman. 


As printed above, the President’s remarks follow the text of the 
White House press release. 


Hempstead, New York 


The President’s Remarks to Long Island Labor and 
Business Leaders Endorsing His Candidacy. 
October 31, 1976 


Thank you very much, Joe. Thank all of you wonderful, 
wonderful people from Nassau County, and what a rally 
in the home of the Islanders and the Nets. 

I want you to listen very carefully. I would like to hear 
a pin drop. You know, this morning we all set our clocks 
back. On Tuesday, let’s not set America back. On Tues- 
day, vote for Jerry Ford. This is no time to play trick and 
treat with America. 

But, thank you, Joe. And now I would like to speak 
very deeply from some feelings that I have about some 
of your friends and dear friends of mine. 

First, for the benefit of Nassau County, for the benefit 
of the great State of New York, for the benefit of the 
United States, you send Jim Buckley back to the United 
States Senate. 

And now I would like to express a very deep personal 
appreciation for the tremendous effort that a dear friend 
of mine and a great United States Senator from your 
State has done. He is one of the oustanding Members of 
the Congress. I want to thank Jack Javits for his great 
support. 

Now I asked you to be so quiet that you could hear 
a pin drop. You can cheer a little later. But there are two 
old friends of mine in the House of Representatives who 
I know were first-class Members of the House who did a 
superb job for me, who are working day and night, day 
after day, for me and you, and I am speaking here of two 
guys. You send back to Washington, Jack Wydler and 
Norm Lent. 

And it goes without saying that if I had not had the 
staunch and steadfast support of Dick Rosenbaum before 
the Convention, I wouldn’t be here speaking to you, urg- 
ing that we win this election on November 2. 

And I want to express my deep appreciation to the 
reverend clergy. But one final acknowledgement—and I 
can’t think of a more appropriate place to say it than right 
here in Nassau County—TI have had at my side working 
with me on our major problems, domestically and inter- 


nationally, his loyalty, his devotion, his dedication, his 
vision. Yes, I want to thank the great Vice President, 
Nelson Rockefeller, for his help. 

But I have a dear friend of mine here that has cam- 
paigned with me from California to New York. Well, he 
has been tremendous, and I would like to have him come 
here. He is sort of a stranger. You may not recognize him. 
But, on the other hand, you might. He is a great guy, a 
tremendous friend of mine. I would like Joe Garagiola 
to come up. 

Let me speak very seriously with you for a few minutes. 
We are on the final momentum, the countdown of prob- 
ably the most crucial election in the lifetime of most of 
us here. A very important decision has to be made between 
now and next Tuesday when those polls close. I happen 
to believe that with the momentum we have going, with 
the performance that we have had, with the vision that we 
see, with the enthusiasm I find in northern New York, 
here in Long Island or any place else in this country, I 
think we are going to win that election good on Novem- 
ber 2. 

All right, now listen carefully. On behalf of Betty and 
myself, I invite you all to come on down to that inaugu- 
ration on January 20. 

All right, let me tell you why you can go out and talk 
to your friends between now and November 2, and give 
them a real sales pitch that should convince them that 
the Ford-Dole ticket ought to win. Let me give you a 
quick review of where we were on August 9, 1974, when 
I took the oath of office in the White House. 

America was in trouble. Inflation was 12 percent; we 
were on the brink of a recession; we were still involved 
in Vietnam; the American people had lost faith and trust 
in the White House itself. And as I took the oath of office 
in the East Room of the White House and Betty held the 
Bible, I pledged to you that I would uphold the Consti- 
tution, that I would do right as God gave me the right to 
see what we should do. And then afterwards, I said I had 
not been elected by your ballots but I had been confirmed, 
I hoped, with your prayers. And, believe me, as those 
tough months went ahead—and they were difficult—I 
knew that the American people were praying for me to 
give them the leadership, to give them the strength to come 
out of the difficult time that we went through. 

We put the ship of state on a steady course; we put it 
on an even keel. And we have made incredible progress 
in the last 2 years. Yes, we have cut the rate of inflation by 
more than 50 percent, and I pledge to you we will do even 
better in the next 4 years. 

We have added 4 million jobs in the last 17 months. 
We have 88 million people gainfully employed. But, I 
pledge to you I will not be satisfied until we have a job 
for every American who wants a job in the next 4 years. 

We have restored confidence and trust in the Oval 
Office in the White House. I have done it by being 
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open, candid, frank, straightforward, and let me assure 
you that in the next 4 years we will do just as well be- 
cause the American people want to believe their Presi- 
dent. And they can believe President Ford. 

I am honored that I am the first President since Dwight 
D. Eisenhower who can seek election and say to the 
American people, our great country is at peace and we 
are going to keep it that way. There isn’t a single young 
American fighting or dying on any foreign soil tonight. 
And we are at peace because America is strong. We are 
strong militarily. We have the finest weapons, the best 
leadership. We have the greatest capablity to deter 
aggression, to meet any challenge. 

I have been able to turn the Congress around and 
convince them that their President, if he is dealing with 
our allies on the one hand, they feel strengthened; or if he 
is dealing with our adversaries, they respect him. And 
I pledge to you that we are going to keep the Army, the 
Navy, the Air Force, and Marines number one during 
the next 4 years. But that requires that we buy the best 
weapons systems, not for war but to maintain peace. 

But I want to thank the people of Nassau County for 
their contribution. You have in the Grumman Company 
one of the finest performers with the F-14 and other 
weapons systems. 

So, we have trust, we have peace, we have growing 
prosperity. But now, what other things must we do? 
Number one, we have to keep our economy moving in the 
right direction, and ‘.ere is an area where there is a 
difference between myself on the one hand and my 
opponent on the other. 

From the very beginning—in fact, in January of last 
year, I recommended to the Congress that we ought to 
have a tax reduction primarily aimed at helping the 
middle-income taxpayer who has been given short change 
in the last 10 years. I recommended that we ought to 
increase the personal exemption from $750 to $1,000. 


A few weeks ago I was going through a plant, stopped 
and talked to some of the working people, and one of the 
men said, “What are you going to do about my Federal 
taxes?” I said to him, “Well, I recommended to the 
Congress that they bump up your personal exemption.” I 
said, “How many kids do you have?’ He said, “Oh, I 
have three.” I said, “You have your wife, three children, 
and yourself.” I said, “If the Congress had acted respon- 
sibly, if the Congress had done what they should have 
done, next April when you were making out your income 
tax return you could have claimed $1,250 more on your 
income tax return.” 

I said, “Ask your Congressman is he going to follow 
President Ford or is he going the other direction if Carter 
should happen to get in the White House.” Because 
Jimmy Carter—and I asked all these wonderful press peo- 
ple, can they find out where Jimmy Carter stands on 


taxes. I bet there isn’t one of those newspapers or other 
news media people who could sit down and give a straight 
story on where Jimmy Carter stands on taxes. 

So, here is a clear choice. You have President Ford, who 
wants to reduce your personal income taxes, who wants to 
give industry a break so that it can expand, it can modern- 
ize, it can do the things that produces jobs for you. That is 
where I stand. Well, Jimmy Carter, he is up and down. 

But, there are some other things that I think now that 
we are over the hump after the tough 2 years that we 
have had, I pledge to you that in the next 2 to 4 years, with 
the help of the Congress, that I am going to give us an 
opportunity to have a quality of life in America that we 
have never had heretofore. We are going to have a job for 
everybody who wants to work. We are going to have a 
home for every young couple that wants to work and save 
and buy a home in a decent neighborhood. That is a 
pledge to you. 

We are going to have quality education. We are going 
to have health care that is affordable, the best in the world. 
We are going to see to it that the criminal element in this 
country goes into prison and the victims of crime are 
protected. 

We are going to improve the quality of life. We are 
going to make the water that you drink pure, the air that 
you breathe clean. We are going to improve the environ- 
ment of our whole United States so that we can live in the 
kind of an atmosphere that is good for all of us. 

And so as this great campaign nears its finish, I just 
know that Nassau County is going to make a tremendous 
effort and produce results. I was glad to hear what Joe 
said. With those kind of figures we will carry New York, 
and with this kind of enthusiasm I know we will get those 
figures. 

One final word: I leave New York with the kind of 
enthusiasm that I am sure that other successful candidates 
for the Presidency have felt as they have been through 
rallies like this one. 

Yes, I have been proud to be your President during a 
period of 2 tough years, but with your help and with your 
faith and with your determination, it will be a great honor 
for me to serve as your President for the next 4 years. Our 
forefathers have given us a tremendous history and we 
should all be deeply grateful. 

But now it is our responsibility, everybody, to write the 
history of the third century, and I pledge to you, as the 
President for the next 4 years, that we will write that 
history so historians can look back and say we did a good 
job in starting off the first 4 years of our third century. 

America is respected. All of you here recall on July 4 
when we celebrated our 200th birthday, those Tall Ships 
that came from all over the world to pay respect to the 
number one nation in the history of mankind, the United 
States of America. 
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And now I ask you on November 2 not only to confirm 
me with your prayers but to confirm me with your ballots, 
and I pledge to you that I will not let you down. 

Thank you and good night. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:40 p.m. at the Nassau County 
Veterans Memorial Coliseum. In his remarks, he referred to Joe 
Margiotta, chairman of the Nassau County Republican Party. 


As printed above, his remarks follow the text of the White House 
press release. 


Hempstead, New York 


The President’s Remarks at the Nassau County Veterans 
Memorial Coliseum October 31, 1976 


Thank you very much, Joe. 

I can just look around this room and see nothing but 
quality in Nassau County. [Laughter] But let me say 
that I know from a few years in politics that a county 
organization with great leadership such as you have in 
Joe and with the kind of people that are here as office- 
holders and those that support the party—you give the 
people good government. And if we can win this election, 
and I am just as confident tonight as I have ever been in 
the old enthusiasm and momentum, then we hope to 
make the effort to try and build the Republican Party in 
all 50 States so that we can have a party in every State 
just like the fine party organization leadership and re- 
sults that you have in Nassau County. 

We have the right principles. There is no reason why 
we shouldn’t win the control of the Congress, win the con- 
trol of the House and Senate, vecause our principles are 
those that the American people believe in. So, what we 
have to do is win this election and then start building 
like you built here in Nassau County. 

And as I leave for Canton and Akron, where we are 
going to stay overnight, put on a big rally early in the 
morning, and then go to Columbus where they are going 
to have a big, big noontime rally in front of the State 
Capitol—and even my good friend Woody Hayes, I 
think, will be there to give us a little boost—and then we 
go on to Detroit for a big rally because we have to win 
Michigan. 

And then Betty and I are going to land in Grand 
Rapids and they tell me they have a 2-hour parade all 
squared away there. At 7:30 Tuesday morning, we are 
going to cast our baliots and those are going to be two 
ballots that I will be glad to cast, because I think it will 
reflect what we want for America—peace, trust, and 
prosperity. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 9:30 p.m. in the restaurant at the 
coliseum. In his opening remarks, he referred to Joe Margiotta, 
chairman of the Nassau County Republican Party. 

As printed above, his remarks follow the text of the White House 
press release. 


Radio Address on the President’s 
Vision for America 


Text of the President’s Remarks for Broadcast Over 
the Mutual Radio Network. November 1, 1976 


We are nearly at the end of a long campaign. As I 
have moved about our country during the past few weeks, 
many people have told me, “Mr. President, we know 
where you stand on jobs, and we think you are right. 
We know where you stand on inflation, and we agree with 
you. We know where you stand on foreign policy, and 
we agree with you there, too. But we are not quite sure 
what it all adds up to. We are not quite clear where you 
are aiming to lead America.” 

So today, I want to talk with you about my concerns 
and my hopes for America as we enter our third century. 

My vision of America is a nation that is strong and 
good, a nation that feels the need for constant improve- 
ment, a nation whose people care about each other and 
want to retain their own special sense of identity. Beyond 
that—a nation in which basic human rights are respected 
and maintained: the right to speak our minds; the right 
to choose the men and women who enact and enforce our 
laws; the right to stand equal before the law, regardless 
of sex, race, or religion; the right to bargain freely in the 
economic marketplace; the right to worship as we choose. 

We have been through a lot in recent years.—a war, a 
recession, runaway inflation, riots, scandals—a collec- 
tion of troubles that shook America’s confidence and left 
our people exhausted. In the past 2 years, I have done my 
best to put America back on even keel, to chart a steady 
course for the future. 


America has had its heart broken too many times when 
grand promises went unfulfilled. We have learned though 
painful experience that when those frustrations cannot 
be held inside any more, our society explodes in violence 
and fear. That is why it is so important that those who 
would lead this country be honest enough to promise only 
what they know they can deliver, to admit that some prob- 
lems can’t be solved by waving a magic wand, or creating 
still another government program, or even by changing an 
administration. The answer lies not in making govern- 
ment bigger, but in making it serve us better in assuming 
more responsibilities for ourselves. 
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This Nation was not built on comfort, but on sacrifice; 
not on a maze of government programs, but on the 
strength and vitality of a free, self-reliant people. 

We can improve the quality of life in America. We 
can improve education and health care. We can have 
comfortable, affordable homes in safe, decent neighbor- 
hoods. We can have clean air and water. We can create 
more parks and recreational facilities. We can care for 
those who need our help. We can keep America strong 
and at peace. 

These are all worthy goals, and the government can 
help reach them all. But the government can’t do every- 
thing. If it tries to do too much, it ends up doing nothing 
very well. If it assumes too much power and control, we 
will have sown the seeds of our own destruction as a free 
people. I would never let government grow so big or so 
strong that it can take away our freedom. I would not 
allow our people to grow so dependent on government 
that they would lose the incentive to develop their own 
creativity, generosity and initiative. When a government 
solution is needed, I would make government respond 
at the level closest to the problem. 

That is my vision of America: a vision of limited gov- 
ernment and unlimited opportunity; a commitment to 
common sense and common progress. 

On July 4, we celebrated the first 200 years of Amer- 
ica’s history. On November 2, with your help, we will be- 
gin a new generation of freedom for all Americans. 


NOTE: The text of the remarks was released in the Akron-Canton 
area of Ohio. 


Akron-Canton Airport, Ohio 


The President’s Remarks at the Firestone Hangar Upon 
Departure From the Airport. November 1, 1976 


Let me ask you to be very quiet for just a few minutes, 
because the issues and decisions you make between now 
and tomorrow when the polls close are very, very crucial 
for America. 

First, I want to thank your great Governor Jim Rhodes, 
who has been with President Ford from the very begin- 
ning. Jim, I can’t express deeply enough my gratitude and 
appreciation for your loyalty. But let me add this one 
feature. We have on the stage with me today the two 
greatest Governors in the history of Ohio. 

But it is great to be in Akron, Canton, Massillon, and 
Alliance. What an area in the great State of Ohio. 

I am honored to be on the team in Ohio with Bob Taft. 
Send him back to Washington for your good and for the 
country’s good. Bob, you have got to win. And then you 
have your own Congressman in this area. He has done a 


super job, a fantastic job on your behalf, but a job for 
America. Send Ralph Regula back to help us. 

And now let me speak straight from the shoulder. You 
have a chance to improve the quality of Congress by 
sending one of your own, Jim Houston, down to the 
House of Representatives. 

But it is great to be here with Mayor Ballard, with 
Mayor Cmich. And then I want to thank somebody else 
who has taken time along with others of equal promi- 
nence. Wayne, thank you very, very much. All over the 
country we have had outstanding people like Wayne 
participate voluntarily. We have had Peter Graves, Hugh 
O’Brien, Rod McKuen. We have had quality people who 
on their own have come out and said it is important for 
America that President Ford win. Wayne, thank you 
very, very much. 

Now there is one fellow that came down here along 
with his beautiful wife, and I want to thank Bill Stanton. 
Send Bill back to Congress. 

But I mentioned a moment ago when I was speaking 
about your great Governor—and I said there were two 
great Governors on the platform this morning—but now 
it is my privilege to introduce to you a man who was a 
judge in Cleveland, a mayor of Cleveland, a Governor 
of Ohio, and an outstanding United States Senator, Frank 
Lausche. 

You know I come from that State up north, but since 
1963 I have been in the State of Ohio 56 times. That 
is not a bad record. I have been down to Canton on three 
occasions to the Football Hall of Fame, the football center 
of the United States. I never made it as a participant, but 
I respect and admire those outstanding men who have 
given us a great American sport. Congratulations. 

With the help of Bob Taft, Ralph Regula, Bill Stanton, 
they got through the Cuyahoga National Park, the first 
national park in the history of the State of Ohio, and I was 
honored and pleased to sign that legislation. 

As I said a moment ago, this is a crucial election. It 
will determine the course of events of this country, not only 
for the next 4 years but maybe, undoubtedly as I see it, 
the next century, our third century of American history. 
You know where I stand. I stand for lower taxes, a bal- 
anced budget, lower Federal spending, beating inflation, 
and peace and liberty for the United States of America. 
And in the last 2 years America has made incredible prog- 
ress, and we are on our way and we are going to make 
more in the next 4 years under Jerry Ford. 

In Kansas City, I said we would not concede a single 
vote, we would not concede a single State. We want Ohio 
and we are going to win Ohio. 

And now let me extend a personal invitation from Betty 
and from me. We would love to have every one of you 
down to Inauguration Day on January 20, when Jerry 
Ford and Bob Dole are sworn in as President and Vice 
President. 
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There are many issues at stake in this election, but let 
me take two—one that means whether we have peace or 
a lack of security in this country; the other involves the 
health of our economy. 

In the first debate, Mr. Carter said he would anticipate 
a $60 billion surplus in the Federal Treasury. He said that 
he would spend that $60 billion for a whole raft of new 
Federal programs. In that same debate, I said if there is 
a $60 billion surplus, I want a tax reduction for the 
American people. 

President Ford is for the little taxpayer and President 
Ford is against the big tax spender. I have been firm; I 
have been consistent. The best tax reform is tax reduction. 
The middle-income taxpayer in this country—over 50 
percent of us—have been shortchanged in the last 10 
years by the actions of the Congress, and we are going 
to change it in the next session. 

Mr. Carter, in the last 2 or 3 days, in discussing tax 
reduction, has said, “Perhaps we will have a tax reduc- 
tion—if we have a tax reduction.” It is a clear distinction 
between him and President Ford. I have consistently, 
firmly, said the American people should and will have a 
tax reduction so we can stimulate the economy, so we can 
give you a better chance to spend that hard-earned cash 
that you deserve in your pocket and not in the Federal 
Treasury. 

In January of this year, 1976, I submitted to the Con- 
gress a $28 billion tax reduction package. I said in order 
to do it honestly and conscientiously, the Congress had to 
go along with a $28 billion restraint in Federal spending. 
Included in my tax reduction proposal is the kind of tax 
reduction that is meaningful to the middle-income tax- 
payer. I recommended that we increase the personal ex- 
emption from $750—which it is today—to $1,000. 

Let me tell you what that means. The other day I went 
through a plant and I was talking to some working men on 
a production line. One of them said, “President Ford, 
what does your tax reduction proposal mean to me and 
my family?” I said, ““How many children do you have?” 
He said, “I have three kids.” It turned out that he had 
himself, a wife, and three children. I said, “Get out your 
pencil.” It means that if Congress had acted responsibly, 
we would have had for that man and millions and millions 
and millions of other taxpayers the opportunity next April 
to sit down and figure out in his case that he would have 
gotten $1,250 more in personal exemption, money that 
he could have spent for himself and his lovely family. 

On January 3, when Congress reconvenes, they are 
going to have that tax reduction proposal on their desks, 
and if they don’t pass it in 1977, we will send it right back 
up in 1978. And if that Congress doesn’t pass it in 1978, 
you and I will go out and beat them in the next election 
in 1978. 

But, there is another big difference. I am proud to stand 
before you and say that I am the first President since 


Dwight D. Eisenhower who can go to the American people 
to seek their support and say America is at peace. Under 
our administration—yours and mine—we have the finest 
Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines, and we are going 
to keep them number one. 

Mr. Carter wants to cut the defense budget by $5 to $15 
million. That is too big a gamble for America’s security. 
And I want to pledge to you that in the next 4 years we 
are going to keep America number one so we can preserve 
the peace, deter aggression, and meet any challenge. That 
is the kind of defense program I stand for and you stand 
for and America stands for. 

On August 9, I stood in the East Room of the White 
House and took an oath of office to be your President. 
I had not sought this high office. Betty held the Bible, 
and I placed my hand on it and I said afterwards— 
because America was troubled, we were divided, there 
was anger, there was division—after having taken the 
oath of office, I said, “I know that you have not elected 
me by your ballots. I ask you that you confirm me with 
your prayers.” 

With the help of your prayers in the last 2 years, we 
have gone from inflation of over 12 percent to under 6 
percent. With your help and support, we have come out 
of the worst recession in 40 years. With your help, we 
have restored trust and confidence in the White House, 
because I can look each and every one of you in the eye 
and say I have been candid, straightforward. 

But most of all, I can stand here with pride and say 
with your help and, yes, your prayers, America is at peace, 
not a single young American is fighting or dying on any 
foreign soil today, and we will keep it that way for the 
next 4 years. 


But now we have come to the crucial 24 hours. How 
many of you can remember in either Canton or Akron or 
Alliance or Massillon that on July 4 you had a wonderful 
celebration in honor of our 200th birthday? Our fore- 
fathers gave us the greatest document for the govern- 
ing of people in the history of mankind. Our forefathers 
have given us the kind of government that is good for 
freedom and liberty. 


We celebrated what they gave to us, but now—be- 
ginning tomorrow—we have an opportunity not only to 


read history but to make history. So, we come down to 
the bottom line. I know America is on the move. America 
has a new fresh look. We are together. We are united. 
So, tomorrow, when you make that fateful decision, I 
ask you not only to confirm me with your prayers, but I 
ask you to confirm me with your ballots. I won’t let you 
down. 
Thank you very much. 


note: The President spoke at 10:25 a.m. As printed above, his 
remarks follow the text of the White House press release. 
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Columbus, Ohio 


The President’s Remarks at the State Capitol. 
November 1, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Governor Rhodes and 
Mayor Moody. Let me express my deep appreciation to 
Congressman Sam Devine, Congressman Chalmers Wylie, 
Congressman Clarence Brown, John Ashbrook, and Bill 
Harsha. I want to make sure you elect them and reelect 
them for the benefit of Ohio and the United States. 

But I want also, for the benefit of the great Buckeye 
State and for the benefit of our great country—you send 
Bob Taft back to Washington as your next United States 
Senator. 

You know this all began right here, right in front of 
the Capitol, and local and State government is vital, 
and so I urge you to elect Bill Brownfield to the State 
senate. 

It is great to be in Columbus, the home of two of my 
good friends who represent excellence. First, Jack 
Nicklaus, a great supporter of mine—I thank him for 
that help and assistance. And then, also, one of my best 
friends, the kind of a person who represents excellence 
not only in coaching but excellence in the character. He 
believes in winning, and that is what we are going to do. 
Thank you very much, Woody Hayes. 

You know, I come from that State up north. 
[Laughter] But since 1963, I have visited the Buckeye 
State 56 times, and I love you. I had the honor and great 
privilege of speaking at a commencement at Ohio State 
in the fall of 1974— it was a great experience—but I have 
also come to Columbus and all of the other places. You 
know what? Columbus likes to be, along with the great 
State of Ohio, on the side of a winner. So let’s make it a 
homerun, a touchdown tomorrow for the winning team, 
Jerry Ford and Bob Dole. 

But there are several other people that I would like 
to recognize and indicate to them and to all of you my 
appreciation. First, we have on this platform one of the 
three greatest Governors in the State of Ohio, John 
Bricker. 


May I say, incidentally, from the appearance here of 
this great crowd and from the wonderful rally that we 
had in the Akron, Canton, Alliance, and Massillon area 
this morning, I am going to issue all of you an invitation. 
Betty and I want all of you to come down to that inaugu- 
ration on January 20 when Jerry Ford and Bob Dole are 
sworn in as President and Vice President. 


Now let me introduce to you a person who is well 
known to you, who was a judge here in the State of Ohio 
and Cleveland, who was your Governor—and one of the 
three greatest Governors in the history of Ohio—who was 
a United States Senator. Now, it is my privilege to intro- 


duce a close, personal friend whose support I really ap- 
preciate—your former Senator, your former Governor, 
Frank Lausche. 

An endorsement from one of Ohio’s great, great citizens 
means a great deal to Jerry Ford, and I promise you, 
Frank, I won’t let you down. 

As we enter this critical last 24 hours—and this is one 
of the most critical elections in the history of the United 
States; it is the election that will set our course for the 
first 4 years of our third century—I want you to know 
where I stand. 

I stand for lower taxes, more jobs, a balanced budget, 
lower Federal spending, beating inflation, a clean environ- 
ment, peace and liberty for the United States of America. 
From your ranks I come, and with you I stand. 

In the last 2 years our great country, faced with ad- 
versity, has made an incredible comeback. When I spoke 
to you and to the American people in Kansas City, I said 
I would not concede a single vote, I would not concede a 
single State. 

Ohio is going to be on the right side. We are counting 
on that Buckeye State to be with us tomorrow. With our 
momentum, let’s do it, a homerun. 

I love that enthusiasm and applause, but take just a 
minute—let’s hear a pin drop—because I want to talk 
about some of these, or at least two of the critical issues 
where I strongly differ with my opponent. 

First, taxes. In the first debate, my opponent said that 
we could anticipate a $60-billion surplus in the Federal 
Treasury. He said in that debate that he would spend that 
$60 billion for more programs, piling one on top of an- 
other. In that debate, I said if there is a $60-billion sur- 
plus, I think it ought to go for a tax reduction to the mid- 
dle-income taxpayer. 

I can stand here and say with good conscience that 
President Ford stands for the little taxpayer and President 
Ford is against the big tax spender. 

Within the last several days, Mr. Carter has been 
pressed. Does he want a tax reduction or not? He says, if, 
perhaps. President Ford has been on the line, talking 
straight-from-the-shoulder saying, yes, the middle-income 
taxpayer has been shortchanged. 

I recommended to the Congress in January that we 
ought to have a $28-billion tax reduction along side of a 
$28-billion restraint on Federal spending—for every tax 
dollar in reduction, a dollar reduced in the rate of growth 
of Federz: spending. The Congress gave you half a loaf. 
They didn’t go along with my proposal to increase the 
personal exemption from $750 to $1,000. 

Now let me tell you what that means. It means that 
the middle-income taxpayer—50 percent of those that 
pay our taxes—would get, and let me illustrate it with 
an incident that happened: I was in a factory the other 
day, down a production line, and one of the men said to 
me, “President Ford, where do you stand on taxes?” I 
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told him how I wanted to increase the personal exemption. 
I said, “How many children do you have?” He said, “I 
have three.” I said, “If you have a wife, three children, 
and yourself, if Congress had acted responsibly, next April 
when you made out that income tax return, you would 
have had, under President Ford’s tax reduction program, 
$1,250 more in personal exemption for you to spend and 
not have in the Federal Treasury.” 

Now Congress didn’t do it. But on January 3, when 
that next Congress convenes—and I want all of this good 
Ohio delegation back there to help me—lI will have on 
their desk a tax reduction proposal that will include the 
increase in the personal exemption; it will increase jobs 
incentive legislation to help industry expand, to modernize. 
And if that Congress doesn’t pass it in 1977, they will 
have it on their desk in January of 1978, and if they don’t 
give that kind of decent, equitable tax reduction in 1978, 
I will join every one of you trying to beat them in that 
election in 1978. 

But now let’s talk about defense. Today, the United 
States, with our Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines— 
we are number one. And under President Ford, we are 
going to keep them number one. I have recommended 
appropriations so they will have the best weapons, the 
best leadership, the best training. That is the way to keep 
the peace. And under President Ford, with the strength 
that we have, we will strengthen our alliances. We will be 
able to look our adversaries straight in the eye and they 
will respect us. 

But let me say, you make a great contribution in the 
city of Columbus, because in the recommendations that 
I made for a strong defense—and that is the way you keep 
the peace—that we have a B-1 bomber to replace those 
aging B-52’s that are now 20 and 25 years old. If we 
don’t get the B-1 bomber as an instrument of peace, the 
President in the next 5, the next 10 years, if we continue 
to rely on the B-52, will be sending our young combat 
pilots to protect us in the aircraft older than they are, and 
that is not going to happen under President Ford. 

I am proud to stand before you and say that I am the 
first President since Dwight D. Eisenhower who can tell 
the American people that America is at peace. I am proud 
of the fact that not a single young American is fighting 
or dying on any foreign soil today. And we are at peace 
because the United States is strong. We are not at war 
because the United States is strong. 

And let me say, wasn’t it a great, great celebration on 
the Fourth of July when America celebrated its 200th 
birthday? I happened to have the privilege to fly over New 
York Harbor and see those Tall Ships coming in, repre- 
senting many, many countries. And why did they come 
to the United States? Because they respect America. And 
we are proud of America and we will continue to be proud 
of America. 


But now as this great campaign comes to a conclusion, 
I have the feeling that we have reunited as a people. When 
I became President, people were angry, divided, disillu- 
sioned. I will never forget that day in the East Room of 
the White House when I put my hand on the Bible held 
by my wife, Betty, and took the oath of office when Amer- 
ica was troubled. 

Yes, we were in trouble. Inflation was over 12 percent. 
We were still involved in Vietnam. There was a loss of 
confidence in the White House itself. We were on the 
brink of the worst recession in 40 years. And after having 
taken the oath of office to be your President, I said, since 
you have not elected me by your ballots, I ask you to 
confirm me with your prayers. 

With those prayers, we put the Ship of State on a steady 
keel. I had a firm, commonsense hand on the tiller, and 
we have made incredible progress in the last 2 years. We 
have cut inflation by better than 50 percent. We have 
added 4 million jobs; we have 88 million people working 
today, the most in the history of the United States. We 
are at peace, and we are going to keep the peace. 

And I can say with pride to all of you and to my former 
colleagues in the Congress—Bob Taft, Sam Devine, 
Chalmers Wylie, Clarence Miller, Bud Brown, Bill 
Harsha, Will Gradison—that we have restored that con- 
fidence in the White House. I have been open, candid, 
frank. 

And now, as we come to the final quarter—in fact, the 
final minutes—of this great campaign, you have a crit- 
ical decision to make tomorrow. It couldn’t have been put 
better than the way Frank Lausche put it. 

But let me add, I have been proud to be your President 
during troubled times, I want the opportunity to build 
on that firm foundation, to keep America moving. 

Therefore, I ask when you go to the polls tomorrow 
that you not only confirm me with your prayers, but you 
also confirm me with your ballots. And I won’t let you 
down. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 12:30 p.m. As printed above, his 
remarks follow the text of the White House press release. 


Columbus, Ohio 


The President’s Remarks at the Fort Hayes Career 
Center. November 1, 1976 


Let me say that coming to Fort Hayes Career Education 
Center is a real thrill and a great experience for me. I 
would like to stay and get to know all of you better and to 
see all of the wonderful opportunities that you are get- 
ting through the leadership of people like Jim Rhodes, 
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your great Governor, your mayor, Members of Congress 
and, of course, the faculty—Pat Gibbs and all of those 
who have worked so hard to see to it that young people like 
you have a real opportunity to develop your talent in 
areas where there are great career opportunities. 

I can’t help but think what a wonderful vocational 
educational facility like this means to the future of Amer- 
ica, to hear the rendition of “The Lord’s Prayer,” and “I 
Could Have Danced All Night.” I was thinking that I 
hope Betty and I can dance all night tomorrow night. 
[Laughter] 

But, the main thing is that all of you are learning occu- 
pations which will give you great personal satisfaction, 
and it will give you a great inspiration to become the best 
in your respective fields. Excellence—regardless of what 
part you play in our great society—excellence is the 
achievement objective that I hope all of you have. 

I have great respect for technicians, I have great respect 
for educators, I have great respect for all people in our 
society that make a contribution among 215 million Amer- 
icans—the greatest country in the history of mankind. We 
should be proud of it, as we are. 

I was also thinking, as I went from one of your places 
to another within this facility, how great it is that we can 
be putting young people like you into making plowshares, 
not weapons of war. This is what we want—the peace that 
we have in America. Yes, we have to do certain things to 
be strong, to maintain the peace. But all of you are devot- 
ing your best talents, your fine leadership, to things that 
are constructive in America. I congratulate you, each and 
every one, and wish you the very, very best as you move 
ahead in your careers and your lives. 

I have great faith in the younger people of this coun- 
try. Betty and I have three boys and a little girl—she is 
not so little anymore, but we still think she is—-and they 
are just like you. They want to get out and participate 
in our society to make America better, like all of you are 
trying to do. 

So I thank you for your hospitality here at the Fort 
Hayes Career Education Center. As I look at every 
one of you, I have faith in you, I know you will do a 
great job. And America is proud of you and I know 
you are proud of America. 


Thank you very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. Prior to his remarks, the 
President toured the Center’s facilities. As printed above, the Pres- 
ident’s remarks follow the text of the White House press release. 


Detroit, Michigan 


The President’s Remarks Upon Arrival at Detroit 
Metropolitan Airport. November 1, 1976 


Gee, it is nice to be back. It is nice to be back in 
Michigan. 

Within hours after I received the nomination in Kan- 
sas City, I told Betty that I would open this campaign at 
home. It is the best way that I could say to my friends 
and the citizens of my home State, thank you. Thank you 
for all that you have done for me the past 28 years. 

I said in my acceptance speech, the speech to the Amer- 
ican people, it is from your ranks that I come and on 
your side that I stand. There is no place on the Earth 
where that statement is more true than among all of 
you here in Michigan today. 

I am the first son of Michigan to serve as President of 
the United States. I am part of this great State, its people, 
and its belief in America. 

You first sent me to Congress 28 years ago, and in those 
28 years my deep feelings for Michigan have matured to 
a total loyalty as well as a deep love. 

I come to you now to seek your support for my election 
to the highest office in the land. I know you will support 
me as you always have. May I tell you how important that 
really is. Someone once said you can tell a lot about a 
man by the way his family feels about him. Michigan is 
my family. 

From the kids—Mike, Jack, Steve, Susan—from Betty 
and of course from myself, thanks, from the bottom of 
my heart, for your wonderful support, your continued 
prayers, and your belief in Jerry Ford. 

Thank you very much. 





NOTE: The President spoke at 4 p.m. As printed above, his re- 
marks follow the text of the White House press release. 


Livonia, Michigan 


The President’s Remarks at Wonderland Center. 
November 1, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Governor Bill Milliken, 
Bob Griffin, Congressman Marv Esch, Lieutenant Gover- 
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nor Dammen and, of course, my wonderful wife, who I 
have just met at the Detroit airport, Betty Ford. 

Let me take just a minute before saying something 
about the election. It is just great, of course, to be home 
in Michigan and to see some of the Michigan football 
greats—Ron Kramer, Bill Freehan—and Johnny Orr, the 
great basketball coach. But there are some other people 
that I would like to express my appreciation to, individ- 
uals who in their own business or their own area of talent 
have contributed significantly to this momentum that we 
have going. You have, I guess, been introduced to them: 
Hugh O’Brien, Wayne Rogers, they are great. Of course, 
when I came off the plane and Betty was at the stairs 
meeting me, there was the great Chuck Connors, and I 
thank Chuck, too. 

But we have had some others who have traveled the 
length and the breadth of this country, because they be- 
lieved in what I stood for: Peter Graves—you have known 
him from Mission Impossible—and then one of those fab- 
ulous people on television, also from sports, Joe Garagiola. 
He has been fighting for Jerry Ford for the last 10 days. 
Thank you. 

I want to say two things to you: You are going to lose 
a great Congressman in Marv Esch, but he is going to 
be a great Senator, and you send him back to Washing- 
ton, D.C. But you can’t leave a void. You have to have a 
good replacement, and I hope and trust vou send Chuck 
Pursell to replace him. 

I can’t express deeply enough—I hope you will be quiet 
enough to hear a pin drop—between now and 8 o’clock 
tomorrow night, when the polls close in Michigan, you 
and millions like you in the great State of Michigan are 
going to help make a basic decision that could well turn 
the tide as to where this country goes in the next 4 years. 
Yes, it could be a decision that would affect the next 100 
years. 

So, I ask you to listen to where I stand. I stand for 
lower taxes. I stand for more jobs. I stand for a balanced 
budget. I stand for less Federal spending. I stand for 
winning the battle against inflation. I stand for a clean 
environment. I stand for less crime. I stand for peace and 
liberty all over the world, and that is where we are today. 

Let me phrase it this way: From your ranks I come, 
and with you I stand—and will—for the next 4 years. 

In the last 2 years, America has made incredible 
progress. In Kansas City, I told the American people I 
would not concede a single vote, I would not concede a 
single State. I don’t intend to concede Michigan. We are 
going to win it in Michigan. 

And now, listen carefully. You may miss something. 
On the way over here from the airport, Betty and I had a 
little conference. We decided that all of you wonderful 
people had our personal invitation to come to the inaugu- 
ration of Jerry Ford and Bob Dole on January 20. 


There are many, many issues that I could discuss, but 
let me take just two. In the first debate, my opponent 
said there would be a $60-billion surplus in the Federal 
Treasury. He made a commitment. He said if we have a 
$60-billion surplus, we are going to spend it on program 
after program after program. That is his point of view. 
You know what I said in that first debate? I said if there 
is a $60-billion surplus, I am going to give it back to the 
American people in a tax reduction. 

On taxes—I believe the best tax reform is tax reduction. 
The middle-income taxpayer in America has been short- 
changed, and we are going to change it in the next Con- 
gress. Jerry Ford is for the little taxpayer, and he is 
opposed to the big tax spender. On taxes—the last couple 
of days, my opponent has said perhaps we can have a tax 
reduction. My opponent has said if, if, if, if we could 
have a tax reduction. 

I will tell you where I stand. I have been consistent. I 
have been firm. The American people, the middle-class 
people, the middle-class taxpayers need tax relief, and 
they are going to get it under Jerry Ford. As a matter of 
fact—again, listen now, listen, because this affects you— 
last January, as Bob Griffin, Marv Esch, and all the other 
fine Members of Congress know, I recommended to the 
Congress that the Congress, in order to give equity and 
fairness to the middle-income taxpayer, we should increase 
the personal exemption from $750 to $1,000. 

The other day I was walking through a plant, talking 
to people on the production line, and one of the men said, 
“President Ford, what will you do for me and my family?” 
I said, “Well, how many kids you got?” He said three. I 
said, “You got a wife?” He said, “Sure, and I love her.” 
Then I said, “All right.” I said, “If the Congress had been 
responsible in the last session and done what I recom- 
mended they do, you, next April, when you made out 
that income tax return, could have taken $1,250 more in 
personal exemption, and you could have spent it instead 
of having some bureaucrat spend it out of Washing- 
ton, D.C.” ' 

Listen to this—you are a great audience, I love you— 
when Congress reconvenes next January 3, I am going 
to have that tax reduction proposal on their desk. Now, if 
they don’t pass it in 1977, we will have it on their desks 
in 1978. But if they don’t pass it in 1978, you and I are 
going to go out and beat them in the 1978 election. 

Let’s talk about one other big issue. I am the first 
President—and I am proud to say it—who can stand 
before the American people since Dwight D. Eisenhower 
and say America is at peace. But we are at peace in 
America because America is strong. Our Army, our Navy, 
our Air Force, and Marines are number one, and we are 
going to keep them number one. 

Now, my opponent, he wants to cut the defense budget 
by $5 billion or maybe $15 billion. Let me tell you, that 
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is too big a gamble for the security of the United States, 
and President Ford won’t take that gamble. One of the 
greatest accomplishments of this administration is that 
because we are strong, strong internally and strong ex- 
ternally, there is not a single young American fighting 
or dying on any foreign soil tonight, and we are going to 
keep it that way. 

On August 9, 1974, I stood in the East Room of the 
White House and took the oath of office. Betty held the 
Bible. After that was over, and as I realized the troubled 
times we were in—with inflation over 12 percent, with 
America still involved in Vietnam, with us on the brink of 
the worst recession in 40 years, and trust and confidence in 
the White House gone—I made a few remarks to the 
American people. I said, among other things, “I know 
that you have not confirmed me by your ballots, but I ask 
you to confirm me by your prayers.” 

In those 2 tough years since August 9, we have made 
incredible progress in this great country. Reflect for a 
minute on our 200th birthday. It was a great occasion, 
where all over America we found that there was a new 
togetherness. We could disagree without being disagree- 
able. We could move forward as we have, shoulder to 
shoulder and arm in arm. That spirit is infectious, and 
America is on the move. I thought then—as I did on 
August 9—how wonderful the people of Michigan have 
been to give me the chance to serve not only Michigan 
but to serve the people of 50 States. 

Everything I have in politics comes from you, and I 
express my deepest appreciation and gratitude. But now 
we have that crucial decision to make. America is re- 
spected. Some of you may have seen those tall ships in the 
harbor of New York. Ship after ship from country after 
country had come to pay respect to the greatest country 
in the history of mankind, the United States of America. 

Now, between right this minute and 8 tomorrow night, 
you have that critical decision to make. Tomorrow, yes, 
you can confirm me by your prayers—and your prayers 
truly help—but now you have the opportunity to confirm 
me with your ballots. I ask for your support, and I promise 
you from the bottom of my heart I will not let you down. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 4:38 p.m. As printed above, his re- 
marks follow the text of the White House press release. 


Grand Rapids, Michigan 


The President’s Remarks at a Rally Upon Arrival 
in the City. November 1, 1976 


Would you please be very quiet for just a minute? I 
would hope that we might even hear a pin drop. 


I don’t think that I can adequately express in words 
tonight Betty’s appreciation and mine for this tremendous 
welcome to the home that we love so much, Grand Rapids. 

I have made a lot of speeches, and this is the hardest 
one to make, because as I look out in this audience and as 
I saw so many people as we came down Monroe Ave- 
nue—Democrats, Independents, Republicans—people 
that Betty and I lived with, that Betty and I love, that I 
tried to help over the years when I had the honor of rep- 
resenting this great congressional district, I could tell you 
some stories about how the tough problems came to our 
office and we never asked the person who walked in that 
office whether he or she was a Democrat or a Republican. 
We said, what can we do to help you, and that is the way 
I want to be your President. 

You know, those wonderful experiences over a period 
of time, of taking that trailer down through Ottawa 
County, Ionia County, Kent County, and sitting and lis- 
tening to wonderful people who had a problem, who 
wanted to give me a little trouble, give me a hard time— 
and they did—but also we had a couple of friends that 
might come in and say nice things about us. But the 
wonderful experience of representing the Fifth Congres- 
sional District will be something that I will never forget, 
and I thank you for the opportunity. 


You know, I had a speech I was going to make, but I 
threw it away. [Laughter] 

But I have a couple of friends that I would like to in- 
troduce to you and to suggest that you can help me if you 
help them. 


First, I would like to recommend, because I know him, 
because I know the job he has done in Congress, I would 
like to recommend to you that you vote tomorrow for 
Marv Esch for the United States Senate. 

Then I would equally say it would be very helpful to 
me as your next President if you would send Hal Sawyer to 
represent you here in the Fifth District. 

As we came off the expressway, we went down College 
Avenue and Betty said, “I went to Fountain School.” 
We went right by it. Then we went by Central High 
School, but then, you know, I said to her, “Well, South 
High, that was a great school, too.” [ Laughter] 

But anyhow, Grand Rapids, Kent County, Ottawa 
County, Ionia, well, all of them—western Michigan can 
make the difference and this is what I want you to know 
and what I think it is all about tomorrow. 

You know, on August 9, 1974, I was sworn in as your 
President. You know better than anybody in this country, 
I never sought the office, but circumstances put me in the 
position where I stood in the East Room of the White 
House. Betty held the Bible open; I put my hand on it. I 
took the oath of office at a tough time, when there had 
been a great loss of trust in the White House itself. We 
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had high inflation. We were on the brink of a recession. 
We were still involved in Vietnam. 

But, with some apprehension I walked over to the Oval 
Office. But, before doing so, I said to all Americans, not 
just to you from here, that you had not elected me by your 
ballots, but I prayed that you would confirm me with your 
prayers. And you did. 

We went through troubled times for the last 2 years. 
But because you stood with me, because you prayed with 
me, because you believed in America, because you had 
strength and faith—and 215 million other Americans, 
we have turned things around and we see brighter skies 
and we see greater opportunity. 

We see, as we saw on July 4, when there was a great 
spirit that was expressed in America, our 200th birthday, 
all of a sudden, Americans—Democrats, Independents, 
and Republicans—came to the conclusion that we not 
only could read history—and it was a great history—but 
more importantly, together, regardless of our political 
persuasion, we could write history for the third century of 
America’s great history, and we will. 

It is so nice to be back here where I see Bill Milliken, I 
see Bob Griffin, I see Bob VanderLaan, I see all the people 
that I grew up with, that Betty grew up with. You know, 
it is hard to express one’s deep sentiments about a com- 
munity and an area that has been so good to us. 

So, as I conclude these totally prepared remarks— 
[laughter |—tomorrow each and every one of you have 
a great decision to make. I suspect it might be the right 
one. 

Let me conclude with just this final comment: Betty 
and I have been honored to represent this part of the 
country—but all America—in the White House during 
the last 2 years, and they have been troubled, and they 
have been tough. But we kept the ship of state on the 
right course, and I tried to keep a firm, commonsense 
hand at the tiller. And the net result is, things have turned 
around. America has made incredible progress in the last 
2 years. But we are just moving. We are going to get 
better. We are going to make America what our fore- 
fathers said it would be. 

When I was sworn in, I asked for your prayers. I said 
you hadn’t elected me. But tomorrow all of you in this 
great area of western Michigan can really decide the elec- 
tion. You can decide the election in Michigan. 

In Kansas City, I said I wouldn’t concede a single vote, 
I wouldn’t concede a single State—and I don’t concede 
Michigan to the opposition. Western Michigan can turn 
the tide. Western Michigan can decide the fate of the 
next 4 years in this country. It will make the difference in 
Michigan. It will make the difference in the election. 

So, I say to you calmly, from the depth of my apprecia- 
tion: Tomorrow, yes, I want your prayers for confirma- 


tion, but tomorrow I ask that you confirm me with your 
votes, and I won’t let you down. I promise that. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:20 p.m. at the Pantlind Hotel, 
following a parade motorcade from the Kent County Airport. 


As printed above, his remarks follow the text of the White House 
press release. 


Grand Rapids, Michigan 


The President’s Remarks at Ceremonies Dedicating the 
Gerald R. Ford Health and Physical Education 
Building at Grand Rapids Junior College. 
November 1, 1976 “ 


Phil, Congressman Guy Vander Jagt, Mr. Godfrey, rev- 
erend clergy, students, faculty and guests: 

You don’t know how much it means to Betty and to 
myself to come home and see this wonderful turnout. Of 
course the welcome we received from the airport to the 
Pantlind Hotel will be indelibly impressed on our minds. I 
saw, as Betty did, literally thousands of people that we 
grew up with. She went to Central and I went to South, 
but we get along pretty well and have for 28 years. 

But mainly to see the great changes that have taken 
place in Grand Rapids since we were young—this is a 
great and growing community. It has the same strong 
character that it has always had, but it has changed with 
the times. I can vividly recall when I got through South 
High in 1931. Those were tough times. A few of you can 
remember them. I literally almost had an opportunity to 
come to Grand Rapids Junior College, and I knew what a 
great president the junior college had in Arthur Andrews. 
An old and dear friend of mine, a principal at South High, 
he somehow found in the bookstore student loan fund 100 
bucks so I could pay my tuition to go to the University of 
Michigan. 

But, I always had a fond, fond memory of the junior 
college, and Betty just lived around the corner from 
here. But, this is one of the great junior colleges of this 
country. I can recall on the floor of the House of Repre- 
sentatives about 10 years ago when there was a move- 
ment in the Congress of the United States to expand what 
they called then community colleges. They talked about 
what they would do and how they had a great role to play 
in the educational system of this country. I said, “Heck, 
we got the best doggone junior college in the country. We 
proved it in Grand Rapids.” 

So, I had a little connection with athletics. I played 
football at South back when the ball was round. 
[Laughter] Paul Goebel used to give me a hard time when 
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he was officiating and tell me to kind of obey the rules 
a little bit. But, we used to like to win, and that is what 
this country is all about. Competition—it is good for 
America, it is good for schools, it is good for students, 
it is good for us, and that is what makes America great 
today. 

Although Arthur Andrews was a super, super president, 
Frank McCarthy did a tremendous job. Now you have a 
fine president in President Calkins, and I congratulate all 
of you. I know the board of education kind of stretched 
the rules a bit, but I am deeply grateful that there will 
always be my imprimatur on this wonderful facility of 
health and recreation and physical education. 

I happen to believe that your gymnasium, your nata- 
torium, your handball courts, your other facilities here will 
contribute significantly to the kind of development, physi- 
cally as well as mentally, and I happen to believe that in 
the world we live today you have to be strong physically 
as well as mentally. 

This facility represents the best, and it came from the 
people of Grand Rapids, the people who have been for 
so long so generous in making this a great community. 
And that is why Betty and I love the community and love 
you all. 

But, I would be remiss if I didn’t mention one other 
name. He was close to me, although he never coached me. 
But there is one person I think whose name is likewise 
indelibly impressed upon the history of this great institu- 
tion, and that is John Boss, one of the great, great mem- 
bers of the teaching profession. He may not be remem- 
bered by the younger, but by some of us he was a super 


So, either educationally or athletically, you are num- 
ber one, we are proud of you, and I am indebted to all 
of you for making it possible for my name to be identified 
with this great institution and this wonderful facility. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:10 p.m. In his opening remarks, 
the President referred to Philip Runkel, superintendent of schools 
for Grand Rapids. 


As printed above, the President’s remarks follow the text of the 
White House press release. 


Election Eve Address 


The President’s Remarks Aboard Air Force One. 
November 1, 1976 


Tomorrow is a very crucial election. But tonight 
America is strong, America is free, America is on the 
move. But 2 years ago, America was in deep trouble. 
When I became President, inflation was over 12 percent. 
We were on the brink of a serious recession, the worst in 


40 years. There had been a loss of trust in the White 
House itself. We were still involved in Vietnam. 

When I took the oath of office in August of 1974, I 
said I had not been elected by your ballots, but I asked 
that you confirm me by your prayers. Those prayers really 
helped. 

In the meantime, America has turned around. I put 
the ship of state on an even keel. I held a firm hand on 
the tiller for a steady course. Today, we are doing much, 
much better. The rate of inflation has been cut by more 
than 50 percent. The job picture is getting better. We 
have added 4 million more jobs in the last 18 months. 
Eighty-eight million people are working today. We have 
restored confidence and trust in the White House itself, 
and America is at peace. Not a single young American is 
fighting or dying on any foreign soil tonight, and I will 
keep it that way for the next 4 years. 

We have two major problems: One, to keep America 
strong, to meet the challenge of any adversary, to 
strengthen our alliances, and I pledge to you that the 
United States will remain number one. Our Army, Navy, 
Air Force, and Marines will be the best, as they are to- 
day. Some people have wanted to cut the defense budget. 
That would be a big gamble. I believe that the way to 
keep the peace is to keep strong, but in order to keep 
our domestic economy strong, we need additional tax 
reduction. 

Last January, I told the Congress they should cut your 
personal taxes. I think the best tax reform is tax reduction. 
I recommended that your personal exemption be increased 
from $750 to $1,000. Congress didn’t do its job, but on 
January 3, when Congress comes back, I will have the tax 
reduction proposal on their desks so that they can give the 
middle-income taxpayer, who has been shortchanged, the 
kind of tax reduction that that group in our society so 
badly needs. 

But, in addition, we have some other problems. We will 
do a better job in the next 4 years in making certain that 
the victims of crime are protected and that the criminal 
goes to jail. We will do a better job to help our older peo- 
ple, who have earned our respect and our support. We 
will do a better job in meeting some of the problems of our 
major metropolitan areas. 

We have a lot of things to do, but we are in shape to do 
it now that we are over the hump of the tough last 2 years, 

So, we come to the final round in this election. I want 
your prayers, as you gave them to me 2 years ago. But I 
would hope that you would confirm me this time by your 
ballots. I promise you, I pledge you, that I will not let you 
down. 

Thank you, and good night. 

NOTE: The remarks were taped for a national television broadcast 
while the President was flying from Houston, Tex., to Philadelphia, 
Pa., on Saturday, October 30, 1976. 


As printed above, the President’s remarks follow the text of the 
White House press release. 
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Radio Address on the Presidency 


Text of the President’s Remarks for Broadcast Over 
the Mutual Radio Network. November 2, 1976 


In these last hours, I’d like to share with you some 
personal thoughts about today’s election. To all of us, the 
outcome is important, because the choice is final. 

I believe I offer experienced leadership; you will have 
to decide whether my opponent can make the same claim. 

I think my approach could properly be called steady 
and dependable; it is my opinion, that even as I speak 
to you, his claims are unclear and untested. 

To single out just one issue, my course promises a lid 
on spending and a tax cut for every American family; 
Mr. Carter’s approach shifts with the wind, leaving me 
with the feeling that we, the American people, could be 
left high and dry. 

To stay on our steady and dependable course I need 
your help; I need your vote. To me it is more than a 
choice between different approaches to government. It is 
the test of our political system. A test of the qualities we 
Americans seek in our leadership. 

Fo: these past 2 years, I have been careful never to 
promise what I could not deliver. It has been my goal to 
inspire your confidence in America through solid per- 
formance rather than through mere words. And in these 
past 2 years, I think America has come a long way back: 
We're at peace in our world; we have peace of mind here 
at home; inflation has been cut in half; we’ve set a peace- 
time record of 4 million new jobs in 17 months; and, 
honor has been restored to the White House. I’m proud 
of that extraordinary comeback. And I think America 
should be too. You all did it. And I think we can be 
proud. 

So, now that our comeback has brought us to the 
threshold of a better quality of life, the choice is yours 
to make. I hope you will choose continued leadership. 
This is my fondest hope: to continue to serve the people 
of this country that has blessed me in so many ways. 

The White House has affected every person ever to 
serve in it. Many have added to its wisdom. Some have 
succumbed to its power. Most have risen to its challenge. 
In my own case, perhaps it is the unique conditions of 
my service that have most influenced my thoughts. 

Perhaps only one who came to the Presidency without 
being elected can care as deeply as I do to ase that power 
without ever abusing your trust. Perhaps only one who 
has served as your President without your mandate can 
desire as strongly as I do to serve as your President with 
your mandate. 

This election comes at the end of our second century 
and, also, at the beginning of what can be a new genera- 
tion of freedom where individual Americans can know the 


blessings of freedom without the intrusions of a govern- 
ment trying to be all things to all people. 


NOTE: The text of the remarks was released at Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Grand Rapids, Michigan 


The President’s Remarks at the Kent County Airport. 
November 2, 1976 


Guy, Bobbie Butler, Dave Menhey, of course, Paul Col- 
lins, reverend clergy, ladies and gentlemen—and I under- 
stand Bob Griffin is somewhere in the midst here—and 
Bob, of course: 

After the comments made by Bobbie Butler, the com- 
ments made by Paul Collins, and those by Guy Vander 
Jagt, I am just overwhelmed. And if I had any good 
sense, I would sit down. [Laughter] But I do feel an 
obligation to thank many, many people here, and I will 
try and condense it. 

First, I want to thank the Bethel Pentecostal Church 
Choir for the concert they put on and for the singing 
they have done here this morning. I thank you very, very 
much. 

Then, I understand that the students at the Jefferson 
Elementary School went out and sold popsicles to try and 
raise money to make this mural a reality. I want to thank 
all of them and express to them my deep appreciation for 
their special effort. 

As I was sitting here and looking at what Paul Collins 
has done, obviously it brought back many, many, many 
memories, and I could tell a little story about each and 
every one of them. Those details aren’t important. It is 
what Paul has so beautifully indicated there, that is what 
means so much to me. 

Paul, I just can’t adequately express my gratitude and 
appreciation to you for bringing my life to this wonder- 
ful airport and for so many people to see, But the main 
thing is—and I think I express it for Betty—it expresses 
our lives, not only our lives and that of Mike, Jack, Steve 
and Susan, but our personal relationship with so many 
of you here and so many thousands who aren’t here who 
we grew up with, who we consider our friends, regardless 
of respective circumstances in life or regardless of our 
political ideology. 

I could take hours to relate some wonderful experiences 
that I have had in my lifetime here in Grand Rapids, Kent 
County, Ottawa County, Ionia County, the State of 
Michigan. But there are two people I would like to men- 
tion—I guess the name will be “The Gerald R. Ford 
Mural,” and in the years to come I expect to come by 
and come in and out of this airport and I will see that 
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mural. But it will mean much to me because of the name 
Gerald R. Ford and Dorothy Ford, my mother and 
father. 


I owe everything to them and to the training, the love, 
the leadership—and whatever has been done by me in 
any way whatsoever—it is because of Jerry Ford, Senior, 
and Dorothy Ford. And that is what that mural will al- 
ways mean to me in the years ahead. 


So, I thank you all and express to you as deeply as } 
can, to Dave, to Paul, to Bobbie, and to Guy, of course, 
who had really the inspiration to start it all, but mainly to 
all of you who mean so much to Betty and myself. 


Thank you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 11:42 a.m. in the passenger building 
at the Kent County Airport, where an 8-by-18-foot mural depicting 
stages of the President’s life was unveiled and symbolically presented 
to the President by artist Paul Collins. 

In his opening remarks, the President referred to Bobbie Butler, 
chairperson, and David Mehney, finance chairman, the Gerald R. 
Ford Mural Committee. 

As printed above, the President’s remarks follow the text of the 
White House press release. 


1976 Presidential Election 


The President’s Remarks on the Outcome of the 
Presidential Election and the Text of His Telegram to 
President-Elect Jimmy Carter, as Read by Mrs. Ford. 
November 3, 1976 


THE PresmvENT. It is perfectly obvious that my voice isn’t 
up to par, and I shouldn’t be making very many com- 
ments, and I won’t. But I did want Betty, Mike, Jack, 
Steve, Susan, and Gayle to come down with me and to 
listen while Betty read a statement that I have sent to 
Governor Carter. I guess Ron has told you that I called 
him. 

But I do want to express on a personal basis my appre- 
ciation and that of my family for the friendship that all 
of us have had and, after Betty reads the statement that 
was sent to Governor Carter by me, I think all of us— 
Betty, the children, and myself—would like to just come 
down and shake hands and express our appreciation 
personally. 


Let me call on the real spokesman for the family, Betty. 


Mrs. Forp. The President asked me to tell you that 
he telephoned President-elect Carter a short time ago and 
congratulated him on his victory. 


The President also wants to thank all those thousands 
of people who worked so hard on his behalf and the mil- 
lions who supported him with their votes. It has been the 
greatest honor of my husband’s life to have served his 


fellow Americans during 2 of the most difficult years in 
our history. 

The President urges all Americans to join him in giv- 
ing your united support to President-elect Carter as he 
prepares to assume his new responsibilities. 

I would like to read you the telegram the President 
sent to President-elect Carter this morning. 

[At this point, Mrs. Ford read the telegram, the text of which 
follows: 
Dear Jimmy: 

It is apparent now that you have won our long and intense 
struggle for the Presidency. I congratulate you on your victory. 

As one who has been honored to serve the people of this great 
land, both in Congress and as President, I believe that we must now 
put the divisions of the campaign behind us and unite the country 
once again in the common pursuit of peace and prosperity. 

Although there will continue to be disagreements over the best 
means to use in pursuing our goals, I want to assure you that you 


will have my complete and wholehearted support as you take the 
oath of office this January. 


I also pledge to you that I, and all members of my Administra- 
tion, will do all that we can to insure that you begin your term as 
smoothly and as effectively as possible. 

May God bless you and your family as you undertake your new 
responsibilities. ] 

Signed, “Jerry Ford.” 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 12:14 p.m. in the briefing Room 
at the White House. 


Emergency Medical Services 
Week, 1976 


Proclamation 4476. November 4, 1976 
By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


Each week more than a thousand Americans die as a 
result of accidents, heart attacks and other medical emer- 
gencies because emergency assistance is not available. 

For many years, physicians and health professionals 
have urged improved national services and facilities for 
emergency medical care. Since 1968, pursuant to the pub- 
lication of Standard 11, “Emergency Medical Services” 
in accordance with the Highway Safety Act of 1966, the 
Department of Transportation has been engaged with im- 
proving emergency care at the onset of the emergency and 
in transit to more definitive care. 

This year, a bill extending the “Emergency Medical 
Services Systems Act of 1973” was passed by Congress 
and signed into law on October 21. The Act provides 
for a continued national commitment to the improvement 
of total emergency care for the sick and injured. 

As a result, the Department of Health, Education, and 
Welfare, and the Department of Transportation, together 
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with several other Federal agencies, will continue to work 
closely with States and communities to improve medical 
emergency services. Although many cities enjoy satisfac- 
tory services, the great majority of our communities, 
especially in rural areas, still require considerable 
improvement. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby designate the 
week beginning November 7, 1976, as Emergency Medi- 
cal Services Week. 

I call upon the Governors and Mayors and all other 
State and local officials to assist hospital administrators 
and physicians, fire departments, public safety agencies 
and all ambulance services in improving emergency medi- 
cal services. 

I call upon Federal agencies, especially the Depart- 
ments of Transportation and Health, Education, and Wel- 
fare to continue, with renewed emphasis, their assistance 
to States and communities in accelerating efforts to help 
those in need of emergency medical assistance. 

I call upon all our people to lend their support to these 
efforts. We are a traveling nation and none of us knows 
when we might need help far from home. 

Let us affirm that this national legislation is only the 
beginning of our effort to upgrade and perpetuate this 
part of our total health care system so no individual in 
this country will lack help whenever or wherever he 
needs it. 

In Witness Wuereor. I have hereunto set my hand 
this fourth day of November, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-six and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and 
first. 

GreraALp R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 12:46 p.m.. 
November 4, 1976] 


Secretary of Agriculture 


Announcement of Appointment of John A. Knebel. 
November 4, 1976 


The President today has appointed John A. Knebel as 
Secretary of Agriculture. This is a recess appointment. 

Since December 1975, Mr. Knebel has been Under 
Secretary /Deputy Secretary of Agriculture. From April 
1975 until his appointment as Under Secretary, he was 
a partner in the law firm of Brownstein, Zeidman, Scho- 
mer and Chase. He was appointed in January 1973 as 
General Counsel of the Department of Agriculture, after 
having served as General Counsel of the Small Business 


Administration since March 1971. Prior to joining the 
SBA, he served as Assistant Counsel to the House Com- 
mittee on Agriculture. He also served as legislative assist- 
ant to former Congressman J. Ernest Wharton, of New 
York, during the 88th Congress (1963-64). 

Born on October 4, 1936, in Tulsa, Okla., Mr. Knebel 
was graduated from the United States Military Academy 
in 1959 and received his M.A. degree from Creighton 
University Omaha, Nebr., in 1962. He received his law 
degree from American University in 1965 and was en- 
gaged in the private practice of law with the Washing- 
ton, D.C., firm of Howrey, Simon, Baker and Murchison, 
from 1965 to 1968. Mr. Knebel is a member of the Amer- 
ican, Federal, and District of Columbia Bar Associations, 
and is chairman of the General Counsels Committee of the 
Federal Bar Association. 

Mr. Knebel is married to the former Zenia Marks, of 
Wycoff, N.J., and they have three children. They reside 
in McLean, Va. 


Federal Energy ‘Management Program 


The President’s Memorandum for Heads of Executive 
Departments and Agencies. November 4, 1976 


Since 1973, the Executive Branch of the Federal Gov- 
ernment has taken the lead in conserving energy. In fis- 
cal year 1976, Federal agencies’ energy conservation efforts 
resulted in savings equivalent to over 285,000 barrels of 
oil per day. 

These impressive results are due to dedicated and seri- 
ous efforts to conserve energy. I commend you and your 
employees for fine achievement and the example it sets 
for all Americans. 

For FY 1977, I am establishing a Federal energy con- 
servation goal of using no more energy than was actually 
used during FY 1975. I am asking each of you to: (1) 
establish specific plans for energy savings during the com- 
ing yer, and (2) examine all of your facilities and opera- 
tions for both short and longer term energy conservation 
potential and undertake, within your existing budgetary 
levels, cost-effective projects wherever possible. 

I am also directing the Administrators of the Federal 
Energy Administration and the General Services Admin- 
istration to work with you to establish individual agency 
targets and to identify energy conservation projects so as 
to assure that overall Executive Branch goals will be 
achieved. In addition, the Office of Management and 
Budget will provide guidance concerning budgeting pro- 
cedures for projects and activities in FY 1979 and beyond. 


GERALD R. Forp 
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Meeting With the Cabinet 


Exchange of Remarks Between the President and Vice 
President Nelson A. Rockefeller at the Cabinet Meeting. 
November 5, 1976 


THE PreswentT. Good morning. 

It wouldn’t be honest if I didn’t say that I appreciate 
the warm applause, and because of the voice, I’m not 
going to make a big speech. But I do want to thank each 
and every one of you for the quality of the job you’ve 
done, the high quality of the people who sit at this table, 
and the results that I think we’ve achieved. I strongly 
think that in this 2-year period, we have made very sig- 
nificant progress. And a great deal of that is the result of 
what all of you have done and the people associated with 
you. 

So, we lost a close one, but we have no apologies. And 
I’m very grateful for the 48 or 49 percent that supported 
us, and until January 20, we’re going to be working at 
the job. 

I thank you all very, very mh, and I’m proud that 
you all were working with me and doing a fine job. 

Thank you very much. 

Tue Vice Presment. Mr. President, I would say 
that I think history is going to show that during the most 
difficult crisis this country faced, you rose to the highest 
office of the land as President. You took us out of a period 
of crisis, of disillusionment, of discouragement. Where the 
economy was going downhill, you turned it around. You 
restored faith in America, faith in the White House, 
respect. The economy is on the upswing, our position in 
the world is clear, and it is thanks to you. And as a citizen, 
I'd like to say thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:05 a.m. in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House. 

Later in the day, at his regular news briefing at the White House, 
Press Secretary Ron Nessen told reporters that the President an- 
nounced at the Cabinet meeting that he had appointed John O. 
Marsh, Jr., Counsellor to the President, to be his chief representa- 
tive in dealing with the transition, and that Counsellor Marsh 
would be assisted by James E. Connor, Secretary to the Cabinet 
and Staff Secretary to the President, and Michael Raoul-Duval, 
Special Counsel to the President. The President also suggested that 
it will probably be necessary for each department to appoint its 
own transition officer to deal with their counterparts in President- 
elect Carter’s group. 


Budget Rescissions and Deferrals 


The President’s Message to the Congress. 
November 5, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the Impoundment Control Act of 
1974, I am withdrawing one previously proposed rescis- 
sion and reporting three new deferrals. In addition, I am 
reporting revisions to two deferrals previously transmitted. 

The withdrawal is for the highway crossing federal 
projects program of the Federal Highway Administra- 
tion. The three new deferrals, totaling $980.8 million, 
affect programs of the Departments of Defense, Health, 
Education, and Welfare, and the Treasury. The revised 
deferrals are for programs in the Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare and reflect routine increases in 
the amounts previously deferred. 

The details of the rescission withdrawal and each defer- 
ral are contained in the attached reports. 

GerALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
November 5, 1976. 


NOTE: The attachment detailing the rescission withdrawal and 
each deferral will be printed in the Federal Register. 


Digest of Other 


White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period Octo- 
ber 22—November 5 but which are not carried elsewhere 
in this issue. 


October 22 


The President has accepted the resignation of John 
Sherman Cooper as Ambassador to the German Demo- 
cratic Republic, effective today. 

October 27 
The White House announced today that the Chinese 


People’s Institute of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Re- 
public of China has invited a bipartisan congressional 
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delegation to visit China for about 2 weeks beginning 
November 8. The delegation will be headed by Senator 
Carl Curtis of Nebraska, with Senator Birch Bayh of 
Indiana as deputy leader. Members of the group include 
Senator Milton Young, Senator Ernest Hollings, Senator 
Ted Stevens, and Senator J. Bennett Johnston. 

Following his speech at Villanova University, the 
President visited John Cardinal Krol, archbishop of 
Philadelphia, at Cardinal Krol’s residence in Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 
October 29 

Following his remarks at Luther Ely Smith Memorial 
Park, the President met with St. Louis area rabbis and 
Jewish business leaders at Lambert International Field in 
St. Louis, Mo. 
November 2 

The President returned to the White House from his 
10-day campaign trip Tuesday afternoon after having 


voted at the Wealthy Elementary School in East Grand 
Rapids, Mich. 
November 4 

The President met at the White House with William 
W. Scranton, U.S. Representative to the United Nations. 

Secretary of State Henry A. Kissinger and Assistant to 
the President for National Security Affairs Brent Scow- 
croft met with the President. 

The President has accepted with special gratitude for 
his long and distinguished public service, the resignation 
of Richard Helms as Ambassador to Iran. 

November 5 

The President has accepted the resignation of Charles 
A. Cooper as United States Executive Director of the 
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development. 

The President today appointed Robert E. Matteson, of 
Cable, Wis., to be Chairman of the Quetico-Superior 
Committee. 





ACTS APPROVED 
BY THE PRESIDENT 


NoTE: The President completed his consid- 
eration of acts and joint resolutions passed 
by the second session of the $4th Congress on 
October 22, 1976 (see 12 Weekly Comp. Pres. 
Docs., pp. 1562, 1632). The first session of the 
95th Congress will begin on Tuesday, Janu- 
ary 4, 1977. 


CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary are not included 
elsewhere in this issue. 


Released October 28, 1976 

Advance text: remarks announcing the re- 
lease of the nuclear policy statement (as 
delivered upon arrival at the Greater Cin- 


NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


NOTE: The Congress having adjourned sine 
die on Friday, October 1, 1976, no nomina- 
tions were submitted during the period cov- 
ered by this issue. The first session of the 
95th Congress will begin on Tuesday, Jan- 
uary 4, 1977. 





cinnati Airport) 


Released October 29, 1976 
Statement by the White House Press Secre- 
tary: on economic statistics 
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